LUETWAFFE COLOURS tA
Vole Two Section 20, c

BATTLE OF
BRITAIN

Phase Two
August-September 1940




13 August - Adlertag

On the morning of the 13th, Luftflotten 2 and 3 stood ready to open the air
offensive. Yet with the assault poised to begin, the temperamental Channel
weather again caused another last minute delay. Unsuitable conditions over
England and France in the early moming caused Goring to issue an order
postponing the start of Adlerangriff until the middle of the afternoon. However,
Géring’s order failed to reach all units with the result that while most stood
down, others continued with the operation. Indeed, the Do 17 bombers of
Oberst Johannes Fink's KG 2, were already airborne in two separate formations
when the order was Issued, but attempts by radio to recall them were
unsuccessful. However, the Bf 110 escorts from ZG 26, led by Oberst Joachim
Huth, had received the postponement order shortly after becoming airborne but
were unable to communicate with the Dorniers because of different radio
frequencies. When it became obvious to Huth that KG 2 was

continuing with its mission, he attempted to
show that the start had been
delayed by performing erratic
manoeuvres with his Bf 110 around Fink’s Dornier, while
at the same time making hand gestures from the cockpit.
Attributing this unusual manoeuvring to overenthusiasm or
high spirits, the display was ignored and the seventyplus
Dorniers continued onwards. Exasperated, Huth returned to
his airfield, but KG 2 carried on alone and bombed the naval
base at Sheemess and the airfleld at Eastchurch, during
which attacks five Do 17s were shot down by fighters and
another five damaged.

We (fighter pilots) had had a very hard day. We spent the

night together and drank just half a bottle of champagne, |

remember. We were In a bad mood because we had lost

friends. So we went to bed with the order to start very early next day, but none of us could

sleep, myself included. So | got up, went to the library and picked up a book which I knew. |

read, “Whoever weops in the world this night, weeps for me", and It moved me very much.
Recollections of Paul Temme concerning the evening before his last flight.

display in the East
London Borough of
Hackney during the
latter part of August
1940.The

newspaper caption

Bf 109 E-4 of 1./3G 2 flown by Obit. Paul Temme, Gruppenadjutant.
The Bf 109 E-4 flown by Oblt. Paul Temme of JG 2 as It appeared when forced down beside Shoreham airfield early on the
moming of 13 August, becoming the first Jagdwatfe casualty of Adlertag. Finished in a scheme of 02 and 71, the fuselage
sides show signs of patchy repainting, possibly to cover earlier unit markings or the aircraft Stammkennzeichen, and the
Adjutant Chevron was placed higher and further forward than usually seen on Bf 1095 of the period. Almost invisible In some
photographs, the JG 2 shield beneath the windscreen was partially hidden by the paint of the heavily applied mottie on the fro
of the alrcraft. The tip of the spinner was painted red and the undersurface 65 wrapped around the leading edges of the mal
wings. Three Abschuss bars were painted on the rudder In black, each being surmounted by a small, lighter coloured clrcle

unit was JG 2 which mounted an
carly morning freic Jagd sweep.
“Taking part in this operatic
despite the fact the engine of his
BE 109 E-§ aircraft had not been
running satisactorily the day

When he went to the assistance
of a straggling Ju 88, Temme was.
attacked by two or three Spitfires
and crashdanded in a ficld on the
southern cdge of Shoreham
airfield. Although reported to
have had a red painted spinner,
tonal contrast suggests only the
tp was red.
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RIGHT. Believed
t0 have been taken
during mid-August
this view shows 2

Oberst Harry von Bilow's JG 2 at Beaumont-e-Roger was another unit which had
not received word of the delay and a freie Jagd was undertaken by the Staffein of I

e to cover a moring raid by elements of KG 54 against the airfields at Odiham
-amborough. During the course of this operation, the Gruppenadjutant of 1./JG 2,
P became the first fighter loss of Adlertag when his Bf 109 was
pitfires and he was obliged to make a forcedanding near Shoreham
e was subsequently taken prisoner. Meanwhile, the Ju 88s of KG 54,

bit. Paul Temme

od by poor weather and the unwelcome attentions of RAF fighters, had aborted

Some three hours later, similar confusion affected the Bf 110s of 1./ZG 2 which
ed to escort other Ju 88s from KG 54 in a feint towards Portland. By
wever, KG 54 had been made aware of the postponement, but 2G 2's 28

this time

Bf 110s took off and set out for Portland. Approaching the British coast they found
t e Ju 88s of KG 54 they had been briefed to expect but RAF

fighters. In the air battle which developed, ZG 2 was fortunate to escape with only the
s of one Bf 110 and two damaged.

As the day progressed, the weather eventually cleared and Adlertag started in earnest when the
first major attack, consisting of three waves of bombers with fighter escort, was launched during the
mid-aftemoon. In the southwest, Luftflotte 3's Bf 110s of V./LG 1 and the Bf 109s of Oberst Max
bel’s JG 27 were briefed to escort a formation of Ju 88s from LG 1 and Ju 87 from VIl Fliegerkorps.

der to protect the bomber formations from the attentions of any defending fighters, a fighter
was carried out ahead of the force by Major Gunther Freiherr von Maltzahn's I1./JG 53.
Sweeping in over the coast ahead of the bomber formations they were met by Spitfires of 152 San
and although some scattered fighting developed, JG 53, already low on fuel, was able to withdraw

without loss.

On the eastern flank, the Luftflotte 2 force of Ju 87s from II./St.G.1 and IV./LG 1, escorted by the
Bf 109s of Major Gotthard Handrick's JG 26, were heading towards their targets; the airfields of
Detling and Rochester. Following a well-executed sweep by JG 26 which drew the defending fighters of
65 San away, Hauptmann Bemdt von Brauchitsch’s IV./LG 1 carried out a successful attack against
Detling which caused considerable damage. Despite high expectations to the contrary, other Ju 87
units did not do well. Il./St.G 1 ran into navigational difficulties, was unable to locate its target at
Rochester airfield and jettisoned its bombs when attacked by the Hurricanes of 56 San. Il./St.G 2
attacked the RAF fighter station at Middie Wallop but was intercepted and lost six of its aircraft.

By early evening the daylight attacks were over. Although the airfields of Andover, Detling,
Eastchurch and Middie Wallop had been bombed, none except Middle Wallop were fighter airfields and
the damage inflicted was not significant to Fighter Command. More serious was the loss of 13 RAF
aircraft. In comparison, the Luftwaffe lost nine Bf 109s destroyed or seriously damaged in combat out
of a total of 44 aircraft destroyed and a further 36 seriously damaged.

ABOVE

A prewar

photograph
g Paul

1939,

RIGHT: Early
BE109s of 1 26
showing the

grasshopper
cmblem used until

Hakenkreuz

On 14 August, Luftfltten 2 and 3 again attacked airfields and
communications targets in the south-east of England. Albeit on a
Jesser scale than those of the previous day, the attacks were again
in the form of two thrusts. The first, from Luftflotte 2, began at
about noon when some 80 Ju 87s, escorted by all three Gruppen
of JG 26, headed towards targets at Dover, Folkes!
Hawkinge. Met by no fewer than four squadrons of RAF fighters, an o

above

immense dogfight involving some 200 aircraft deveiope
Dover. While Hptm. Kurt Fischer's . Gruppe stayed to prot
divebombers, the Bf 109s of Il. and /G 26,
respectively by Hptm. Karl Ebbighausen and Major AJo
fought it out with the defenders. During the between these
units, Ju 87s sank a lightship and some Bf 1095 sho
number of barrage balloons, neither of these activties contr
10 the objective of defeating Fighter Command,
The second thrust of the day was moun

later in the afternoon. This involved no fewer

raids along a front of some 100 miles of
Coast. By dispersing the RAF's fighters in this wa
Middle Wallop and Colerne airfields and Southampton

combat losses amounted to six Bf 109 E

Although the damage caused to RAF airfields was not sig
Fighter Command was that three of its pilot n
Meanwhile, at 11.30 hrs, seven

Denain to carry out two separate attacks 0
at St. Omer, the Bf 110s took off again, accom
balloon barrage prevente
defences, the Bf 110s carried out
destroying three Blenheims of 600 San and tw
alarge crater i
by Uffz. Hans Ste
crew’s aircraft sustained a direct hit

craft's tail. W

ne airfield. The G

the middle of

& with Gefr. Ewald S

one ¢

which blew off the ai engines
across the aerodrome and smashed inverted

k survived the disintegrat

fortune, however, Scha
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he had been thrown clear of his doomed machine at extremely low altitude. Although he passed out RIGHT. A view

immediately after pulling his ripcord, Schank’s parachute opened a mere fraction of a second before JEoios o el
camouflaped were

he landed, dazed and wounded, on one of the runways. Surrounded by his own unit’s bomb bursts and Eenmaiver

the wreckage of his machine, he started to look for his pilot before being dragged to safety and only E oproiee
France. In this case, the

airfield is a comficld

used by 3 /Exp.Gr. 210,

fully regained consciousness in Manston's sick ward.
On the evening of the 14th, a forecast of more unfavourable weather suggested

that no large scale attack should be launched the following day. Under these

circumstances, Gdring ordered all his senior commanders to attend a conference at

his Karinhall estate where there was to be a detailed inquest into the results of
Adlertag. Nevertheless, sortie etails for the next day were issued by Luftflotten 2, 3
and 5, primary targets again being Fighter Command airfields which were to be

d in a series of synchronised raids. However, with the possible exception of

Luftflotte 5, there appeared little likelihood of these orders being put into effect

ause of the predicted weather

BELOW: Similarly camouflaged. a B 109 E of the specialist ighter-bomber Staffc
Obit Otto Hintze's Yellow 1 the original print of this photograph was mark

Wiing. Born in 1910 and therefoy 109 pilot, Wiing was a very expericnced g

1 serve with the experimental units EKdo 25 and EKdo 262

ABOVE LEFT, ABOVE AND TOP-
Hpum. Wolf Heinrich Freiherr von Houwald

ed pre-war with Jagdgeschwadcr
Richthofen'in 1935 and flew with the Condor

Legion in 1936, He is scen here at his wedding
on 9 May 1940, at which time he was
Kommandeur of 1L JG 52. Following the

ony, the guests were between

wedding cere
courses at the reception when von Houwald

£5 was recalled t0 his unit for the invasion of |

the Channel for the
. He was killed on 24
deur of 4 Jagdgruppe 1o
lose his lfe in the Bale of Britain. In official
circles, his death was scen as a great loss and, at
his funcral, he was accorded major honours

July. the first Koma

LEFT: A Feldwebel pilot and ground crew fro
3./Eep. Gr. 210 posing with an SC 250 b
Valenciennes, August 1940, The bomb I
inscription“Greetings from Arno®

mb at Denain, near
s the personal
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ABOVE: BE 109 Es of 8 )G 54 lincd up in readiness at ¢
September The aircraft closest (o the camera with two A

f the landing strips around the Forét de Guins, carly
sschuss bars on its rudder is believed to be ‘Black 1
s Ofw.Erwin Leykauf's ‘Black 3'showing five victory bars on the rudder, the ffth being a

2 September

felkapitin of 8 /JG 54. Leykauf
1 JG 54 throughout his wartime

Ay mottled fusclage sides and,
und its rear fuselage. The

Messerschmitt Bf 109 E-1 of 8./JG 54 flown by Ofw.-Offizier Anwarter Erwin Leykauf.
‘Black 3 of 8./JG 54 was flown by Ofw.-Offizier Anwarter Erwin Leykauf and displays five Abschuss bars on
ts rudder. The aircraft Is finished in a very high demarcation 02/71 over 65 scheme and has a yellow
painted cowling, on the forward portion of which is the Staffel emblem of a stylised red sparrow on a patch
of pale blue. The spinner is white with a black-green backplate. As shown in accompanying photographs,
this machine later received a light mottle to the fuselage sides and a fuselage band aft of the cross.

RIGHT: 1 the third week of August, some of

Lutflotte 3’ fighter

Chief of Staff
Lorzer, Coma

e
Luftwaffe officers on the Channel coast
the left, General der Flicger Hans Jeschonnek,
Luftwaffe Chicf of Stif; Kesselring.
Generalleutnant Wilhelm Speidie, Kesselring's

neral der Flicger Beuno

inder of 11 Flicgerkorps.

ferred o

From
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LEFT. With the aircraft jacke

horizontal position, weapons personnc v
to harmonise the MG 17 machine

25"White 2" Note that in
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7./1G 2 Staffel Emblem.
' motorcycles prove an irresistible fascination
o s Here, Major Erich Mix. sccond left, and other
ry out 2 motorcycle and sidecar combination
 Scptember 1940, Note the cmblem of
ar, presumably applied to discourage the
& “requisitioned” by another Staffel
ABOVE: Ofw. Kurt Goltzsche of 7./JG 2 and a member of the ground crew playing
with a puppy named - appropriately - Tommy'. Behind them is Goltzsche's
White 8 with the wavy bar [1l. Gruppe symbol. The 7. Staffel emblem of a thumb
pressing on a top hat is clearly visible against the yellow painted cowling,

067/1G 2,5 shown in the accompanying

BELOW: “Whit
concealment between trees on the airficld perimeter at Be
nopy has been left open to keep the cockpit

August sun

Messerschmitt Bf 109 E-3 or E-4 of 7./JG 2, Beamont-le-Roger, mid-August 1940.
Bf 109 E-3 or E4 ‘White 7' of 7./JG 2 seen at Beaumont-le-Roger during mid-August and finished In the heavily
stippled finish common to aircraft of JG 2. With an upper surface pattem of 02 and 71, further quantities of
what s belleved to be 71 have been applied to the fuselage sides to tone down the 65 blue fuselage sides.
Featuring a yellow rudder, the tip of the aircraft's spinner, the aircraft number and the Gruppe bar are In the
Staffel colour of white, while on the nose s the 7. Staffel emblem of a thumb pressing down on a top hat.

RIGHT. The American cartoon

by 4/1G 26 but later became the
cmblem of 8 /JG 26 when the Staficl
was redesignated. It is seen here on

Phase Two @ 109
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THIS PAGE AND OPPOSITE TOP. Varion
Hans lliner and the very personalised markings applicd

0 his'White 2" Later in the Battle, on § November,
ther aircraft, White
noticed a Spitfire coming
up from behind As an evasion measure, he put his
aircraft into  high-specd dive but fost his starboard
wing while pulling out. liner baled out and was
capturcd.

Messerschmitt Bf 109 E-3 flown by Ofw. Hans lliner, 4./JG 51.
This profile of Ofw. Hans liiner’s ‘White 2’ of 4./JG 51 has been complled
from various photographs and written sources relating to how this machine
may have appeared In mid-August. Finished in what s belleved to be
02/71 the fuselage sides carry a heavlly applied mottie in the same two
colours. The ‘2" Is white with a red outline and three Abschuss bars are
painted on the fin in white. Beneath the canopy rim the name ‘Gretel’ was
applied above a small clover leaf, both of which were belleved to be yellow,
possibly with a red outline. Ahead of the name ‘Gretel’ were two small dice
and beneath the nose, but not visible in this profile, was a lip and
cigarette motif applied after liiner’s first Kill on 5 July. The lips are red with
a black outline, the cigarette is white with grey and black smoke and
Instead of a brand name on the cigarette there appears the date of lliner’s
first victory, marked as 5.VI1.40.

note the sig

profile ahove, particulary in the deta
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Adolf Galland

LEFT. Mechanics at work on the DI 601 engine of 3
BO109 B

whing in backgs

pur of the spinner tip usually significd the air

Staffel, in this case yellow identifying 3.,6.,or 9. Staffcl

Early Career

Adolf Galland was born on 19 March 1912 < we whe
continuing in the profession of carlicr gene he Ga v, manage
owned by Count Graf yon Westerholt. The young Adolf Galland spent his ¢
Westerholt, and his later academic studies were completed at the Hindenburg Gy

Adolf Galland was 14 when, in early 1927,3 group of sailplanc enthusiasts
{0 a comer of the Westerholt estate and first sparked in him an overwhelming sias
By the time Galland was 17 years of age, he was a glider <
Luftsportverband - German Air Sport Association in Febr 32, he entere
Fliegerschule (German Flying School) at Braunschweig. Between July and Septembe
attended a seeret flying course in ltaly and subsequently became  pilot with Dewts

the German airline - flying Ju G-24 and Rob
Stuttgart/Geneva/Marseilles/Barcelona routes
When Adolf Hitler came

experience were urgently sought and Galland ’
ABOVE: Adicriag Uttz Max Endriss of 9./JG 51 with his R e A e ay 1985
B(109 E7 at Cap GrisNez, 17.00 hrs on 13 August 1940, e fatbned Tosiimiit Galland ‘was, possed n i
| aircraft though later to receive the He S1.After two S C ed the unw

prospect of being forced to leave the Luftwaffe

onvince the medical authorities that he was indeed
2 minor sight deficiency in his left eye - and succeeded in retai
When the Spanish Civil War broke out in 1936, Galland

volunteered to join the Legion Condor: He arrived in Spai
| on § May 1937, at which time he was nearly 25, but he had
| to wait two months before he could fly with his assigned

unit, the 1./] 8. From the Summer of 1937 he

M photogptcd. 88, a Staffel cquipped with obsolescent He S biplane

fighters which, as they were no m;

h against the superior
Soviet Polikarpov 1116 monoplanes, were employed in the
ground-attack role, principally strafing encmy ground forces.

After a year in Spain - twice the amount of time spent by

e any other pilot - and after flying 280 missions, Galland returned
to Germany in August, 1938. He was then an experienced
forma

on leader and, in view of the role his unit had played in

he was instructed 0 prepare numerous reports for the
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Reichsluftministerium to ensure that his expertise in the ground-attack role was passed on (o futurc
Such allands November,
1938, hie was able (o leave the RLM, only to find himself posted back (o the groundatiack force in the
Summer of 1939 when, just before the invasion of Poland, he was ordered to lead the 4. Staffel of
IL(Sehlacht/LG 2,3 groundattack unit based at Tutow and equipped with Hs 123s.
On 1 October, 1939, atee the Polsh campaign - which proved the Impurun« of effective
varded the Iron € cond Class
rank of Hauptmann. In Apeil 1940, he succeeded in being transferred e fighters and was
assigned (o the Stab/JG 27 as Operations Officer As the inactivity of the so-called Phony War dragged
on over several months, Galland was meanwhile able to arrange 2 temporary transfer o Stab LG
53 in onder  join his comrade Werner Molders, whom he had met in Spain, Galland returning to JG
27 only a few days before the opening of the Westfeldzug, the campaign in the West

During the invasion of France and Belgium, Galland shot down two RAF Hurricanes from 87
Sqn. Unfortunately, in his autobiography, Galland incorrectly referred to these aircraft, which fell
south of Liege, as Belgian Hurricanes, inadvertently creating a myth which some authors insist on
perpetuating to the present day. In fact, all Belgian Hurricanes had already been destroyed in the
first two days of the invasion

Galland subscquently went on to claim many other victories during the campaign in the West.A
Spitfire fell to his guns south of Sedan on 16 May; two French Potez 63-11s on 19 May; another Potez
south of Amicas on 20 May: two Bristol Blenheims over Dunkirk on 29 May and a Spitfire over Dunkirk
on 2 June. On 3 June - the day of the infamous Operation Paula, when 300 bombers and dive-bombers
attacked Armée de IAir aicfields and French aircraft factories in and around Paris - he claimed a further
two French aircraft shot down. On 20 May, Galland was awarded the Iron Cross, First Class, and at the
same time left $tab/JG 27 to become Kommandeur of 11L/JG 26.His last two victories in the Western
campaign, a Blenheim and a Defiant south of Evreux, were claimed on 14 Junc.

After the fall of France, IL/JG 26 returned (o its home base at Minchengladbach in Germany
in order to rest its personnel and overhaul and service its equipment. On 18 July, Galland was
promoted to the rank of Major and, two days later, 11 JG 26 was ordered to move back to France
where it was t0 be based on the coast at Caffiers, some 11 kilometers south-east of Wissant in the
Pas de Calais, in preparation for the assault against Great Britain

The IL/JG 26 flew its first sorties of the Battle of Britain on 24 July, when Galland's 40 Bf 109
escorted 18 Do 17s briefed to attack a convoy. During this mission, Galland shot down a Spitfire of
54 Squadron flown by P/O John Allen, a successful pilot credited with 8 victorics. The following

Messerschmitt Bf 109 E-3 flown by Major Adolf Galland, Gruppenkommandeur of 1Il./JG 26, August 1940

The Bf 109 E-3 flown by Major Adolf Galland, Gruppenkommandeur of Iil./JG 26 at Marquise, mid-August. Instead of the more
usual 70/71 or 71/02 splinter scheme of the period, this particular Bf 109 was reported to have worn a mottled upper
camouflage of locally manufactured pale and medium greys. On the rudder, the twenty-two Abschuss bars, each surmounted by a
small clrcle, are reported to have been black rather than In the usual Ill. Gruppe practice of marking them in red. Interestingly, a
pllot from JG 26 captured during the Battle stated during Interrogation that Galland had for a while used a brown and green
camouflage on his aircraft. This had been regarded with considerable anxiety by other pilots of the Gruppe who felt it made
Galland's alrcraft look exactly like a Hurricane, and they feared that one day he would be shot down In error by another Bf 109.
A similar Incident had already occurred earfler when Galland, flying an alrcraft finished In what he described as a ‘new grey-green
camouflage paint’, was almost accidentally shot down by Wilhelm Balthasar. It Is not known whether Galland's description refers
to the 02/71 scheme or a grey mottled camouflage as shown In this profil

Adolf Galland ® 115

icioheobeaminicn o 1/JG Marquise. The
on the rudder indicate the photographs were taken aftcr 15 August
Although y for the Il Gruppe (o apply these victory
s i e, Galand' were black I s pelicved the camoulag wis 2
Ioally mixed and applicd ey mosl, her han the more wal 7071
02/71 splinter scheme of the period. On 22 August Galland was promoted
10 succeed Major Gotthard Handrick as Geschw aderkommodore Al the
same time, Galland's place was taken by Gerhard Schopfel, who was

promoted o take command of the Il Gruppe

day, Galland shot down another Spitfire over Dover and
17. For these victories, Galland was awarded the coveted Ritrerkreus

the fourth fighter pilot to be so decorated
During a Stuka escort mission on 14 August, Galland claimed a Hurricas

Spitfires the following day. On the 17th, the young Gripper
Molders, the Kommodore of JG 51, was summoned by Goring to Karinh: earne
that the Reichsmarschall had decided to replace the older Geschuwaderkon

flown in the First World War, with younge

whom, like Osterkamp and von Bulow-Bothkamp ha
 of only 28, Galland was appointcd Ko

fighter pilots. Consequenty, at the

Eichenlaubtrager :

Despite his new responsibilities, Galland continued to fly and claim further victorics, a S¢

at on the 27th and three Spitfires on the 31st. In the

25 August, a De
September, Major Galland claimed 12 kills against RAF Hurricanes and Spitfires A Hurricanc &
down on 24 September and believed to have been flown by P/O Harold Bird-Wilson of 17 Sqn
brought Galland's total claims o 40 Ligftsiegen. With this number of victories and less th
months after he had been awarded the RK, Galland was called to the Fiabrer’s Headqua
where, as only the third member of the Webrmacht to receive this decoration, he was presented
with the Oak Leaves.

Returning to JG 26, Galland claimed his 45th vi
former unit of the Polish campaign, 1L (Schlacht/LG 2, since equipped with BE 109 &
flying Jabo sorties to bomb London. Promoted to Oberstietnant on 1 November, Galland clai
his $7th victory on 5 December.At that time he was the highestscoring Luftffe pilot, but th

ry on 15 October while flying escort o his

also his last victory of the year since deteriorating weather conditions during the winter of 194041

temporarily curtailed further fighter operations.
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raphed on 23 December 1940,
it Galland taxies his B 109 E4/N on
i at Abbeville
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941.The fresh paint beneath the f
the recent installation of n

T
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Fricnds and

the airwar changed when German plans to
invade Great Britain were abandoned and the Webrmacht
turned its attention first (o the Balkans and later 0 Russia. In
the West, only a small number of fighters remained, mainly
operating in 4 defensive role against RAF intruder missions. In
March, JG 26 was dispersed over various French airfields in
Brittany, mainly in defence of Brest harbour. Galland claimed
his first victory of 1942 on 4 April when he shot down a
Spitfire of 91 Sqn, believed to have been flown by Sgt. Jack
Mann, a pilot credited with five confirmed victories plus
three unconfirmed. On 15 April, while flying with his
Katschmarek t visit Jafit 2 (Gen. Osterkamp), the pair made
a short detour en route and over the English coast Galland
res. JG 26

succeeded in downing two, possibly three, Sy
m and Northern France and on 21 June, Galland claimed

was then transferred to airfields in Belgi
two Blenheims and one Spitfire, but on the same day was shot down twice. On the first occasion
but when shot down the second time he was wounded

Iy force-landed his damaged aircra
and had to bail out of his blazing machinc

With 70 victories, Galland was once more called to Hitler's HQ where he received the Oak
Leaves with Swords, the first recipient of only 159 ever awarded. However, this high honour
brought with it an onder from Hitler forbidding Galland to continue flying but, with his usual
at this restriction. By interpreting Hitler's onder o mean

resourcefulness, he was able to circumy
operational flying and, on the pretext that he was only testing his unit’s new Bf 109 3 and F-4
18 score.

inued to fly and in this way justified his

creasi

aircraft, Galland cor

General der Jagdflieger
ned of the death of his comrade Oberst Werner Molders, killed when
shed on 22 November 1941, On 5 December 19

With 97 victorics, Galland le
e He 111 in which he was a passenger ¢
with the rank of Generalleutnant, Galland attended a farewell ceremony at Audembert in Northern
France, where he left JG 26 and became Molder's successor as General der Jagdflieger He was then
the Webrmacht. On 28 January 1942, he became only
Galland was

30 years of age and the youngest General
the second recipient of the Diamonds to the Knight's Cross. Early in his new positic
responsible for some of the Luftwaffe’s most daring and successful operations. He planned the air
cover for the battle<ruisers Scharnborst and Gneisenau and the heavy cruiser Prinz Eugen
nel Dash when, in February 1942, al three ships saied up the English

during the so<alled Ch
Channel to ports in Germany. Later, he was responsible for the reinforcement of the German f
Russia and the transfer of fighters (o the Mediterranean theatre for operations against M
d under the most severe pressure

However, with the growing strength of Allied air power
ands, Galland became increasingly isolated from his superiors who issued orders
tle resemblance to reality. During the Allied invasion of Sicily, where JG 53 and JG 77
ry, demanding aerial victories from

unrealistic d

which bore
bore the brunt of the fighting, Goring became especially
German fighter pilots totally overwhelmed by Allied air power and accusing them of cowardice

when, despite their best efforts, this proved impossible.

Dismissal

as the situation worsened, Galland clashed increasingly with Goring who blamed him

personally for the filurcs of the Jagdfli ally, when the wholc of the Fighter Arm was

disgraced and Galland was dismissed from his post, Goring tricd to have him arrested and he was

ntervention Thereafter, Galland again flew fighters, organising his
262 10 service in a

In 1944
Eventy

saved due only to Hitler’s person:
own jet unit, JV 44. Despite the difficulties of introducing the radically new Me
which the inevitable final collapse of the Third Reich grew ever

rapidly deteriorating situ:
bie to score further victories. He flew his last sortie on 26 April 1945, when, after
scoring his last two victories - his 103rd and 104th - he was wounded and had to make an emergency
tanding on Minchen-Riem airfield. In hospital when the war ended, Galland was made a PoW
Taken (o Great Britain for detailed interrogation by British and US intelligence officers, Galland
was eventually released in May 1947, The following year he left Europe for Argentina where he
helped raise a modern air force for President Peron. Returning to Germany after seven years in
ncy - which he headed

closer, Galland was

South America, Galland later set up his own company - an aviation consult
until advancing years and failing health forced him into retirement
During his lifetime, Generalleutnant a.D. Adolf Galland, holder of the Knight's Cross with Oak
Leaves, Swords and Diamonds, succeeded in gaining the respect not only of his comrades, but also
9 February 1996, little more than a month before his 84th

of his former enemies. He died ¢
birthday, and was buried at the church of St. Laurentius in BonnOberwinter.
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15 August - ‘Black Thursday’
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Further south, Erp.Gr. 210 carried out a bold, surprise lowdlevel attack against
the airfield at Martlesham Heath. Further formations with heavy fighter escort
targeted Eastchurch, Portiand, Rochester, Worthy Down, and Middie Wallop. One of
the most difficult raids for the defenders to intercept was carried out by 88 Do 17s
from KG 3 which were to attack the Rochester and Eastchurch airfields in north Kent
As well as being heavily escorted by more than 130 fighters from JG 51, JG 52 and
JG 54, the bombers disguised their true objective by flying a dogeg course and were
accompanied by feint attacks. Then, as the bombers approached Deal, more than 60
Bf 109s from JG 26 swept in near Dover on a freie Jagd patrol. Three RAF squadrons
already aiborne were diverted to meet this attack
and another four squadrons scrambled, but the
Jagdflieger protected their charges so effectively that
it proved almost impossible for the British fighters to
break through the German fighter screen. Only two of
the Do 175 were shot down, and the RAF fighters suffered heavily in
their attempts to stop this raid.
Shortly after 18.00 hrs Em.Gr. 210 was once again in the air with the
Gruppenkommandeur, Hptm. Walter Rubensdorffer leading his
Stabsschwarm, closely followed by 1. Staffel under Obit. Martin Lutz
and 2. Staffel under Obit. Wilhelm-Richard Réssiger. This time their
target was Kenley airfield but, owing to a low sun reflecting off an early
evening haze, accurate orientation was difficult and soon
Rubensdorffer was heard querying his position. Whether JG 52 fighter escort had meanwhile missed
the rendezvous over France, lost sight of Rubensddrffer's formation in the haze or, s the fighter pilots
ater claimed, had already withdrawn due to a shortage of fuel, would never become clear, but
Rubensddrffer was heard to radio, “We've lost our escort”. Then, seeing an airfield below, he radioed
again: “There it is! Down we gol” and abruptly banked his aircraft in order to line up for his attack

Although taken by surprise, the other pilots followed him down in a low dive, attacking the hangars and
uilding

around the airfield with bombs, cannon and machine-guns. An armoury was set on fire, a
umber of hangars, factories and offices hit, and casualties numbered 68 killed and 192 injured.

But instead of attacking Kenley, the aircraft had struck the nearby airfield of Croydon, and as they
withdrew, they were attacked by the Hurricanes of 32 and 111 Sqns, which cost the Gruppe seven Bf 110s
including the whole Stabskette. The losses included the Gruppenkommandeur, Hptm. Rubensdbrffer; the
Gruppe's second-incommand, Obit. Horst Feidier, who was captured severely wounded and died later; and
g the Gruppe's Technical Officer, Lt the

KariHeinz Koch, who was captured unhurt. In addition,
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Staffelkapitan of the 3. Staffel, Lt. Horst Marx baled
out and was taken prisoner when his Bf 109 E escort
fighter was shot down by a Hurricane of 32 San.

By the end of 15 August the Luftwaffe had
flown over 2,000 sorties, destroyed 31 British
fighters and damaged another 13, A total of 76
German aircraft was lost although, paradoxically,
Jagdwaffe combat losses were relatively few and
amounted to just five Bf 109 fighte
New total
heaviest suffered over England in a siny

aircraft

the

ertheless, German losses were

during the entire Battle, and 15 August became
Known within the Luftwatfe as ‘Black Thursday
Meanwhile, at the Luftflotten and Fliegerkorps
commanders’ conference at Karinhall, Goring criticised the af
such secondary targets as the lightship bombed by Ju 87s the

of continuing the attacks on radar stations. Above all, he foun
of the Luftflotten and Fliegerkorps that their primary ob

the RAF, with particular emphasis on the RAF fighter concentrat
was to be made of the Bf 110 in deep pen
Ju 87 units, each Stukagruppe would in future be es:

ation missions, and in view

“The fighter escort defences of our Stuka formations must be
re-adjusted, as the enemy Is concentrating his fighters
against our Stuka formations. It appears necessary
allocate three fighter Gruppen to each Stuka Gruppe: one of
these fighter Gruppen remains with the Stukas and dives with
them to the attack; the second flies ahead over the target at
medium altitude and engages the fighter defences; the third
protects the whole attack from above. It will
necessary to escort Stukas returning from the attack over the
Channel.”

Reichsmars

also be

Despite the heavy bomber losses of the previous day, the
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planned st bs o
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At the end of the day's fighting,
losses almost doubled those of the
fighters lost and a further eight damaged.
losses included the Staffelkapitan of 4./JG 3.
Alfred Miller who was wounded and rescued from the
sea by the Seenotdienst, and the Gruppenkommandeu
of I1./JG 26, Hptm. Karl Ebbighausen who was killed
when his aircraft was shot down by Spitfires off Dover
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Gef Karl Schulz of 6 G 53 climbs ABOVE. Battie damage sustained by Ofw Karl Schmidt's White 3 of 16 51, u
B 109 EYellow 11'.On 16 August

RIGHT: Fw. Christian Hansen of JG 53, the pilot of
Grey 2' which forced landed on 16 August

Messerschmitt Bf 109 E<4 of I1./JG 53 flown by Fw. Christian Hansen.

Coming down at Godshill, Isle of Wight, on 16 August, the B 109 E4 ‘Grey 2" of I1./JG 53 flown by Fw. Christian
Hansen was the first recorded downing of a JG 53 machine carrying a red band around the cowling, In this instance the
band being 6 inches wide. As the authors have been unable to locate any photographs of this machine, the illustration
s based on photographs of other Il./JG 53 aircraft of the period and Item 11 In an A.L1.(g) Crashed Enemy Aircraft
Report dated 19.8.40. Although this report states that the fuselage number 2 was a white outline only, It Is belleved
this Is Incorrect and has been shown here in the normal Staffel style. Although no mention was made of any special
camouflage finish, this suggests a standard scheme for the period and I depicted accordingly In 02, 71 and 65 with
the fuselage sides mottled with 02. According to one source, the guns and ammunition were removed from this crashed
aircraft to arm a local Home Guard scout car.
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109 Yellow 3" of

At approximately 14.30 hrs, Luftflotte 3 mounted the second major attack of the day when, in
concert with a freie Jagd fighter sweep mounted by JG 2, the Ju 87s of St.G 3 and St.G 77 attacked
the RDF station at Poling and south coast airfields. The Stukas of I./St.G 3, escorted by the Bf 1095
of Major Eduard Neumann's ./JG 27 struck the Gosport naval airfield at Lee-on-Solent while those of
1./St.G 77, escorted by Hptm. Wemer Andres's I1./JG 27 hit the Coastal Command airfield at Thorney.
Island. Further to the east, the Ju 87 of Il./St.G 77 with their escort from Hptm. Joachim Schlichting’s
11./JG 27 attacked the naval airfield at Ford while the force from ll./St.G 77, escorted by Hptm. Albert

lumensaat’s 1./JG 53, bombed Poling ROF station. Al the airfields and Poling radar station suffered
considerable damage, but as the Ju 875 formed up and withdrew, they were attacked by Spitfires and
Hurricanes from three RAF fighter squadrons and no less than 16 of the Ju 87s were shot down plus
two damaged beyond repair.

Shortly after 17.00 hrs, the day's third attack commenced when, again conducted by Luftflotte 2,
100-plus Domiers and Heinkels from KG 2 and KG 53 set out to attack the airfields at Homchurch
and North Weald, escorted by some 140 Bf 109s and Bf 110s from JG 3, JG 26, JG 51, JG 54 and
2G 26. Met by the determined opposition of eight squadrons of RAF fighters and hampered by
reasing cloud over their assigned targets, both formations were forced to abandon their attacks and
tum back. Re<rossing the English coast, KG 53, which had found North Weald covered in cloud,
bombed Shoeburyness on its way home and KG 2, also aborting its attack on Hornchurch, bombed
Deal and hit the Royal Marine barracks.

Thus ended a day which is recognised @

one of the hardest fought of the Battle. Fighter Command
had 73 fighters put out of action and a further 62 British aircraft were destroyed or damaged during
the attacks on airfields. Luftwaffe combat losses, while not as high as those on the 15th, involved
61 aircraft shot down including a total of 15 Bf 1095 with a further five damaged. JG 27 suffered the
highest casualties with six aircraft lost and three pilots killed, two taken prisoner and one rescued from
the sea by the Seenotdienst. JG 3 suffered the next highest casualties with three aircraft lost and
three damaged, one of which was written-off. Of the pilots, the Staffelkapitan of 2./JG 3, Oblt. Helmut
was captured, two from Il. Gruppe were wounded, one of whom later died, and two from Il
iso killed in action. JG 51's losses included Lt. HansOtto Lessing and the
Staffelkapitan of 5. Staffel, Hptm. Horst Tietzen.

ABOVE AND BELOW: Two views of bl Julius Neumann's Yellow 3'of

landing at Crépon in France following a mission over England, carly August. L3
again when, while escorting Ju 87s home from a raid on south ¢

damage during combat with RAF fighters over the Isic of Wight After mak
fired his flare pistol into the radio compartment of the aircraft in an attempt
learning the frequencies. He spent the rest of the war as 2 POW in Canada by

retired with the rank of Oberst. He revisited the site
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“...we saw several small black
specks...”

WOLFGANG EWALD, JG 52

Wolfgang Ewald was appointed Kommandeur of 1/G 52 on 28 August 1940 and, in 1942, be took
command of UL/]G 3. He was awarded the Ritterkreuz on 9 December 1942, and on 14 July 1943 be
was shot down by Russian AA fire and captured. He did not return to Germany until December 1949
and died on 24 February 1995.

n the German Army as 1 wanted a carcer as a pilot. After military training 1 was posted to the
dfliegerschule in Schleissheim and then I had to attend various courses in Dresden in order to
become an officer.

In 1937.1 joined the Legion Condor and was posted to the 2/88 as a Leutnant. | claimed one
victory before I was sent back to Germany and, s00n afterwards, to Austria. Then I was posted to join the newly created
1/1G 433 in Ingolstadt-Manching. Our Gruppenkommandeur was Hptm. Graf von Pfeil und Klein-Ellguth. I took over the 2. Staffel and
for a liule while Obit. Adolf Galland was Staffelkapitan of the 1. Staffel and Lt. Alfons Kicin had the 3. Stafel.

On 1 May 1939, the L. Gruppe was redesignated and became 1/JG 52. On 21 November 1939, the Kommandeur was severely burned
during an aerial battle with a French Curtiss. By that time, Galland and Klein had been posted clsewhere and, as I was then the oldest
Staffelkapitan, | ©ok over the Gruppe on a temporary basis until relieved by the replacement Gruppenkommandeur, Hpim. von Eschwege.

The Gruppe's performance during the campaign in the West was disappointing and we only had one claim. On 18 July, we were sent back
1o Neuruppin in the Reich to provide cover during an important meeting in Berlin. Later, on 21 July, we were sent to cover the Richard Wagner
Festival in Bayreuth, so we did not return to the Channel coast until 3 August 1940,

We were based at CalaisCoquelles,and on 16 August we 0ok off at 18.38 hrs to escort a bomber formation which was to attack the British
aicfield at Manston. We were flying about 1,000 metres beneath the clouds and as we approached the target we saw several small black specks
flying towards the airfield. These were almost certainly British aircraft returning to land and I ordered my pilots to reduce speed and approach
0 line astern, as if we 100 were British fighters about 0 land.This ruse worked and we were able to approach the aifield without any trouble.
Once we bad flown to within a few hundred metres of the strip, I ordered my pilots to open fire and we succeeded in destroying several
Spitires which were dispersed around the airfield and two more which had just landed. One was set on fire and the other veered off o the
side of the runway and formed a “Flieger Denkmal”. We also fired at the airficld AA defences and silenced them. When we left, we could count
five Blenheims and two Spitfires in flames, and we had also blown up an important fuel tank

We retumned to this same airficld two days later during a bomber escort mission over Kent. I had been informed by radio that a Spitfire
squadron had just landed so I first ordered the 3, Staffel to cover my 2. Staffel, which would attack. However, once I was certain that there were
10 Spitfires in the air either near the airficld or towards the coast, 1 also released the covering 3. Staffel and both the 2.and the 3. began the attack
Once we had silenced the AA defences, we were free to attack the aircraft on the ground and we destroyed ten Spitfires and three Blenheims®

I was born in Hamburg on 26 March, 1911,and obtained my pilot’s licence in 1929.1n 1934, 1 enlisted

See account under 18 August for true RAF losses.

ABOVE In this photogsaph, taken by Lutwalle war corespondent Rolf von Pebal
a few minutes after 13.00 hrs on 18 August, the Do 175 of 9./KG 76 are just
passing Bieachy Head at almost wave-op level.A few moments later they would
turn infand to head for their target, RAF Kenley

LEFT: Another of Rolf von Pebal’s photographs taken from onc of the low flying
Do175 0f 9./KG 76 during the 18 August attack on Kenley in which the airficld was
scriously damaged. In this view, a Spitfire of 64 Sqn is seen parked unattended and

exposed 10 attack in 4 blast pen on the northern edge of the airficld perimeter.

ABOVE: B 109 E from the Stabsschwarm of JG 53, August 1940, clearly showing the red ring n
yellow engine cowling The troops to the right of the picture are being drillcd by the NCO in the

Messerschmitt Bf 109 E, Stab/JG 53.

This Bf 109 E seen on a landing strip on the Channel coast during mid-August exhibited some curious
markings. While the thin red band around the yellow cowling suggest this is an aircraft of JG 53, the
unusual Stab symbols Imply that the arcraft may have belonged to JG 2 and a photograph shows this
alrcraft parked next to Helmut Wick’s machine at Cherbourg in late September. At that time, JG 53 was
based around Etaples, but it is entirely possible that the pilot may have been visiting JG 2. Finished In
what is believed to be an 02/71 finish, the sides of the fuselage and fin carry a dense mottie of what
belleved to be the same two colours and like the cowling, the rudder was also yellow. The narrow arms
the Balkenkreuz, while reminiscent of the very early style, appear In some views to show repainted 2
which may indicate that the white areas had been altered to lessen their visibllity
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August when he was shot down over the Channcl
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destroy it before it may be cxamined

Messerschmitt Bf 109 E-4 of 2./JG 3 flown by Obit. Helmut Tiedmann.
Obit. Helmut Tiedmann's Bf 109 E-4 ‘Black 13 of 2./JG 3 which forced landed near
Leeds Castle, Kent, during the early afternoon of 18 August. Finished in an 02/71
upper scheme, the sides of the fuselage carried a mottle of 02 which was applied
less densely on the sides of the cowling towards the nose. The Tatzelwurm emblem
was finished in the Staffel colour of red with a yellow tongue, and the top segment
of the rudder and the tips of the wings and tallplanes were painted yellow. The
forward section of the spinner was painted red with a thin white spiral.

Emblem of 2./JG 3
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Messerschmitt Bf 109 E-4 flown by Oblt. Gerhard Schopfel, of
The Bf 109 E-4 flown by Obit. Gerhard Schopfe! of Ill./JG 26, circa 18 Auj
in a high demarcation 02/71 finish, the top segment of the rudder and tips of the wings.
and tailplanes are painted yellow. A yellow pennant Is attached to th nd
beneath the cockpit is the red Hollenhund emblem of 9./JG26 and ahead of It, the JG 2
‘Schlageter’ shield. It was while flying this alrcraft during the early afternoon of 18
August that Schopfel shot down four Hurricanes of 501 Sqn near Canterbury.

ntenna m;

Emblem of 9./JG 26.

it

1 \3‘ /rmum

 the aircraf, although no cffort has bee
ailplancs. This view also

e 10 cover the conspicuous yellow paint applicd to the tips of the
shows that the upper wing cross has been applicd further inboard than usual.

R

ABOVE: A member of the ground crew applics
one of the four Abschuss bars to the rudder of
Gerhard Schapfel’s B 109 E following b

victory over four Hurricanes of 501 Sqn on 18
August. Clearly visible in this view is the yellow
segment to the top of the rudder and the
yellow tips of the tailplanes
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Confronting his Jagdwatfe Kommodore with the heavy bomber losses, Géring complained that the
fighters lacked aggressiveness and refused to acknowledge that the main weakness lay in faulty
planning and technical shortcomings which rendered the Ju 87s and B 110s particularly vulnerabie to
fighter attack. Instead, Goring blamed the fighter pilots for the high Ju 87 and Bf 110 losses, criticised
the standard of escort and protection, and ordered a complete reorganisation and redeployment of the
Jagdgeschwadern

Goring also believed that the overall morale and fighting spirit of the Jagdwaffe would improve
through the appointment of younger officers to positions of command. At this time, many of the
Gruppen were commanded by officers who had been pilots in the First World War and Géring
considered them either to0 old or lacking the necessary aggressive spiit. Accordingly, several
Jagdgeschwader Kommodore were dismissed and replaced by such younger pilots as Galland,
Trautioft, Litzow and Schellmann, all of whom had proved successful on operations. The fighter force
was the first branch of the Luftwaffe to be so rejuvenated and, as a general rule, age limits would
henceforth be 32 for a 30 for a and 27 for a
Staffelkapitan. The result of this change was that in most cases the commander of a Geschwader, a
Gruppe or a Staffel was also the most skilful pilot and the one with the greatest number of victories.

Contrary to what has previously been written, Goring did not at this time order the majority of the
fighter force to carry out close escort missions. While the bomber crews attached extraordinary
importance to close escort and demanded the allocation of more fighters to this role, it would have
been a purely defensive measure not in keeping with the aggressive character of the Jagdwaffe. Such
an order would have tied the fighters so closely to the bombers that they would have been deprived of
the freedom to seek out and destroy Britain's fighter force, a task which was, after all, ObdL’s primary
objective. Gdring therefore directed that commanders of fighter units should, as far as possible, be.
given a completely free hand in the conduct of operations, stating:
‘Only part of the fighters are to be employed as direct escorts to our bombers. The aim must be to
employ the strongest possible fighter forces on free-lance operations, in which they can indirectly protect
the bombers, and at the same time come to grips under favourable conditions with the enemy fighters.”
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However, these measures were accompanied by two further demands, the first of which concermed
the twinengined B 110 Zerstorer units. When the Bf 110 units were first formed, it was intended 1o
use them as long-range fighters, but the course of the Battle so far had confirmed that the Bf 110 was
unable to give a good account of itself. Despite its concentrated firepower and defensive weapons, in
combat with British fighters it was inevitably singled out for attack and forced to fly in de
The Bf 110s therefore had to rely on Bf 1095 coming to their assistance or else escay
could. In future, then, when used as escort fighters, the Bf 110s were themselves o be provided with
a fighter escort of B 109s. The second demand was that specially designated fighter units should
made available to provide protection over the Channel for fighter, bomber and destroyer aircraft
returning from operations over England. Thus the demand to simultaneously employ the stronges
number of aircraft on freie Jagd sweeps, provide more fighters as close escort, and yet more to mee
returning aircraft, placed an excessive strain on resources due to the number of aircrat
such tasks required,

“Any hopes we still had of taking
off were now gone.”

HeEvut Maut, JG 51

d my pilot instruction in 1937, first at the A-Schule in

Quedlinburg, then the B-Schule in S

long and thorough training, I chose 1o become a fighter pilot
Jagdschule in Schicissheim. My training there ended with several examinations which 1 passc
successfully, and on 11 July 1940, as a newly qualified fighter pilot, I was posted 1o join the 1./G 51
Bad Aibling. In this unit I found myself in contact with some experienced pilots including two, Heinz
Bir and Hermann Friedrich Joppien, who later became aces and were awarded the Fichenlaub, Afics
4 successful campaign in the West, our unit was transferred to Leeuwaarden in Holland then, on 12
July, we were ordered to transfer to St. Inglebert in France in order to take part in the battle ag
England. The very next day we carried out our first mission to the English coast, after which we flew to
England regularly,at least once every day and sometimes two or three times a day

‘The 20 August was particularly hard for me.We took off at 15.20 hrs and flew to the Thames Estuary. My Bf 109 E. White ¢
in the engine and I was s00n obliged to land on the water, not far from the English coast. 1 only just had time
very quickly. In spite of all my efforts, I soon discovered that my Schwimmueste would not inflate and althoug!
(on the sutfice;trying to swim In the large waves with my heavy fiying suit and boots was quite 2 struggle. | knew
exhausted and sink under the waves. Fortunately, however, I was scen by one of our Seenoiflugzeug. We had several operating
whenever we flew combat missions and they had already
a dinghy, but [ was unable to reach it. The seaplan then turned, flew over me again and released a second dinghy, but once
completely unable to swim to it. Later, the pilot told me they were apprehensive about landing on the water because
not be able to take off again in such sea conditions but, faced with the situation, the crew decided that rathe
drown, they would risk their lives 0 save mine.

The seaplane made a successful landing on the water and the crew threw me a third dinghy attached 10 a line. This dinghy linded jus
few metres away and despite the fact that I was now completely exhausted, I managed to reach it and climb aboard Then the crew
dinghy (o their aircraft and hauled me into the fuselage.

1 thought I had been saved, but this was not at all the case and I was soon disappointed to hear that the crew thought they w
able to take off again because of the waves. Worse, they feared that the weather would trn into a storm. Using his engines, ¢
keep the aircraft turned into the wind so that we would not be swamped by the waves, but then one wave, higher than the others, struck us
and damaged one of the propellers. Any hopes we still had of taking off were now gone

All this time, the radio operator on the aircraft had been continuously sending messages exp
rescue boat had been sent (o find us. But when it reached our reported position, the crew could find nothing: the current had carried us
‘miles away from where the aircraft had first landed, and now we were drifting towards a minefield!

At last, after three hours, we heard the sound of an engine and we fired a signal cartridge. It was now late evening
helped the rescue boat's crew to see the flare. By the time the rescue boat reached us, our aircraft had taken g
and the seas. The wings were damaged and one engine rendered useless. After a great deal of difficulty and with the help of ropes. we were
eventually able to abandon the seaplane and climb safely aboard the rescue boat. We finally arrived back in France at 05.00 hrs

ng, exhausted but alive!

Eleven days later, I resumed flying missions against England. In January 1941, 1 spent some time as  flying instructor before joining

and then JG 1.1 ended the war with EIG 1

Icmm—u the Luftwaffe in 1935 and receive

n rescuing a number of our pilots. It flew down towards me

ing our situation and we learned

nd the failing lig

te a battering from the w
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Change of unit in the fe betv August and October 1940
The following tables show the changes which took place in the Jagdwatfe between July and December 1940. It should be noted that not all these
changes resulted from a programme to replace the older commanding officers with younger men. Some changes resulted from promotions, |.¢. 6 s b
Vharga topacsiars ot Fe e s o e ‘ 20 August - eptember
oTTE f the Airfield
it The Battle of the Airfields
Jagfliogerfihror 2
Unit Previous commander Later commander Date of take-over “To sum up: we have reached the decisive period of the air war against England. The vital
e Qi cerl Yiok Meios Stathanlizoy, a0 task is to tum all means at our disposal to the defeat of the enemy Alr Force. Our first aim
116 3 Nr:n;. Gur;m“w I.m:(ﬂw | Hptm. Hans von Hahn* 22 Aug 40 Is the destruction of the enemy’s fighters. If they no longer take to the air, we shall attack
tzow became Kommodore)
tle by directing bomber attacks against targets
.26 3 Hptm., Erich von Selle Hptm. Erich von Selle (no change) them on the ground, or force them Into bnﬂ" Yy !d Mﬂ" e
11./JG 3 Hptm. Walter Kienitz Hptm. Wilhelm Balthasar 8 Aug 40 within the range of our fighters. At the same time, an¢ & e
Stab/JG 26 Major Gotthard Handrick Major Adolf Galland 22 Aug 40 our activities against the ground organisation of the enemy bomber units. Surprise
1./JG 26 Hptm. Kurt Fischer Hptm. Rolf Pingel 22 Aug 40 on the enemy aircraft industry must be made by day and night. Once the enemy Alr Force has
11./JG 26 Hptm. Karl Ebbighausen Hptm. Erich Bode 16 Aug 40 | been annihilated, our attacks will be directed as ordered against other vital targets”.
(Ebbighausen was killed on 16 Aug 40) | irectives issued by Reichsmarschall Hermann Géring
111./)G 26 Major Adolf Galland Major Gerhard Schopfel 22 Aug 40 Second Karinhall Conference, 19 August
(Galland became Kommodore)
Oberst Theo Osterkamp. Obstit. Werner Molders 27 Jul 40 el 2073 Aceust agokn restictad
Hptm. Hans-Heinrich Brustellin Hptm. Hermann-Friedrich Joppien 1 Oct 40 conmmmg adverse weather during the period 2 .,_ ag; 3
Hptm. Gunther Matthes Hptm. Gunther Matthes. (no change) operations and brought a period of relatively reduced activ
Hptm. Hannes Trautioft Hptm. Walter Oesau 25 Aug 40 date on which Hptm. Walter Oesau of JG 51 received the R
(Trautioft became Kommodore of JG 54) 3 Panoh thisiacors,
Major Hubertus Merhardt von Bernegg Major Hanns Tribenbach Aug 40 O iiao ot the Liftwerfa bogan redepioving Its fighte
HEGiE Seeiiec FanEciies HE NGl g e K 2OAEAD) that the operational radius of the B 109 was limiting tf
Hptm. von Hans-Gunter Kornatzki Hptm. Wilhelm Ensslen 27 Aug 40 English air On average, the fighters of Luftflotte 2 based
Major Alexander von Winterfeldt Major Alexander von Winterfeldt (no change) B . oot I o
Gruppe transferred to Germany from Coquelles on 25 Aug 40 because of heavy losses. London and spend only a maximum of ten m inute s
St 5 54 Major Martin Mettig Major Hannes Trautloft 25 Aug 40 Even worse, because of the greater width of the Channel ne 1
Hptm. Hubertus von Bonin Hptm. Hubertus von Bonin (no change) units flying from the Cherbourg area had to return soon aft
I Hptm. Otto Winterer Hptm. Dietrich Hrabak 26 Aug 40 of fuel was therefore a risk that Bf 109 pilots consta a
I Hptm. Fritz Ultsch Oblt. Ganther Scholz (acting) 5 Sept 40 themselves with insufficient fuel for a safe return tc They were only too well aw
\Uiiechiivas kiledonbjSepidd) was a dangerous business, landing in the water at 100mph being equivalent to hitting
Hptm. Johannes Janke (became IV./JG 51 on 25 Aug 40)
LG 2 Obit. Herbert Ihlefeld Obit. Herbert Ihlefeld (no change)
LUFTFLOTTE 3
Jagdfliegerfihrer 3
Unit Previous commander Later commander Date of take-over
Stab/JG 2 Oberst Harry von Bulow-Bothkamp Major Wolfgang Schelimann 3 Sep 40
(Major Helmut Wick took over on 20 Oct 40)
G 2 Major Hennig Strumpell Hptm. Helmut Wick 10 Sep 40
G 2 Major Wolfgang Schelimann Hptm. Karl-Heinz Greisert 3 Sep 40
G 2 Major Erich Mix Obt. Otto Bertram 15 Sep 40
(Hptm. Hans ‘Assi’ Hahn* took over on 1 Oct 40)
Obstlt. Max Ibel Major Bernhard Woldenga 15 Oct 40
Major Eduard Neumann Major Eduard Neumann (no change)
Hptm. Werner Andres Hptm. Wolfgang Lippert 1 0ct 40
11./JG 27 Hptm. Joachim Schlichting Hptm. Max Dobislav 18 Sep 40
Stab/JG 53 Obstit. Hans-Jiirgen von Cramon-Traubadel  Major Ganther von Maltzahn 10 Oct 40 e
1./JG 53 Major Albert Blumensaat Hptm. Hans-Karl Meyer Aug 40 B eiphea fomn
il Hptm. Ganther von Maltzahn Hptm. Heinz Bretnitz 10 Oct 40 S ikcan ot
(von Maltzahn became Kommodore) Schwarm returning
1./)G 53 Hptm. Hans-Joachim Harder Major Wolf Dietrich Wilcke 13 Aug 40 from a missio
(Harder was killed on 13 Aug 40) three :” ""I' Es of
7/1G 53, White
LUFTFLOTTE 5 5 and 8 are scen
ying above the
X.Fliegerkorps 2
Unit Previous commander Later commander Date of take-over
Stab/JG 77 Obstit. EitelFritz Roediger von Manteuffel Major Bernhard Woldenga 3 Nov 44 Al
I1/JG 77 Hptm. Karl Hentschel Hptm. Karl Hentschel (no change) e o
replaced by a
*Hans von Hahn (born on 7 Aug 1914 in Frankfurt) should not be confused with Hans ‘Assi’ Hahn (born on 14 Apr 1914 in Gotha) vertical bar.
1
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RIGHT. B 109 Es,
believed to be from
JG 3, patrolling the
Channel The Stab
‘markings ahead of the
fusclage Balkenkreuz
are those of the.
Gruppe Technischer
Offizier although
pilots occupying this
position did not

qualifications or,
indeed. any technical
experience Although
fying missions in the

ground his duty was

N

There were only a few of us who had not yet had to ditch in the Channel with a shot-up
alrcraft or stationary propeller.
0bit. Hans von Hahn of 1.

/G 3 commenting on the everpresent obstacle
facing the pilots of the Jagawafe ~ the English Channel

It was therefore reasoned that a tactical advantage would be gained by transferring the majority of the
Jagdgeschwadern of Luftflotte 3 to Kesselring’s Luftflotte 2 in the Pas de Calals area. However, while this.
decision increased to 18 the number of Jagdgruppen available to Luftflotte 2 and made more fighters
available to meet Goring's latest directive, the scarcity of fighters left to Luftfiotte 3 would later lead to
escalating losses, especially amongst the Bf 110 Zerstdrergeschwader during the September raids.

At this time, ObdL had already observed that Fighter Command was, wherever possible, trying to
avold contact with German fighters in order to preserve its strength and meet the greater threat posed
by the bombers. If the RAF was to be destroyed, it first had to be brought into the air to fight and with fine
weather on the morning of the 24th, the Luftwaffe retured in force. For Fighter Command, this was the
crisis of the battle. Massive Luftwaffe bombing attacks concentrated on the vital airfields in Kent, Surrey
and Sussex and were accompanied by raids carried out against harbour facilities and rail systems. Al
ese raids were coordinated with complex fighter sweeps aimed at catching Fighter Command’s
squadrons on the ground. For the Luftwaffe, these operations proved difficult, however, as the airfields
were protected by light and medium anti-aircraft guns and were frequently empty, the British aircraft having
already taken off or dispersed to other airfields. Moreover, airfields were well camouflaged and not always
easy to locate. Indeed, when Fw. Werner Gottschalk made an emergency landing at Hawkinge a few days
ater, he stated that he had not recognised this as
an aerodrome from the air.

Following early morning feints and freie Jagd
patrols to clear the airspace ahead, a heavily
escorted large scale attack was carried out against
Dover, and . shortly after midday an attack was
made on Manston by a force of 50-plus Ju 88's and
He 111s. The Defiants of 264 San were
scrambled, but before they could engage the
attackers, three of them were lost, two possibly
shot down by JG 3's Hptm. Ganther Litzow. The
major activity of the aftemoon started at around
15.00 hrs when attacks were aimed
simultaneously at Hornchurch and North Weald,
while an attack on Manston by the specialist crews
of Erprobungsgruppe 210 forced its closure as an

BELOW: Personnc
7.6 26
photographed pri
10 28 August They
are from left to
right: Lt Klaus
Mictusch; Lt Josct
Birschgens (Pow
Septemben); the
saffelkapitin of
7. Staffel, Oblt
Georg Beyer
(captured on 28
August after being

fourth, nonflying
offi

Mehehuho, Lt
Mictusch, who
would later be

warded the Oak
P o
ctory claim on 3
May and his

Hurricane, on 31
August. Lt
Barschgens would
claim his 9th
victory on 25
August and Oblt
Beyer his scventh
and last, over a
Spitfire,on 15
August
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operational airfield for the next thirty-six hours. Then, between 16.00-17.00 hrs, 71 Bf 109s from JG 2.
JG 27 and JG 53, together with 99 B 110s from ZG 2, ZG 76 and V./LG 1, escorted 46 Ju 88s to attack
Portsmouth and Southampton where heavy damage and casualties were caused. A final dayight
incursion over Britain involved a freie Jagd sweep by 100-plus fighters over Kent. During
operations, 32 RAF aircraft were destroyed or damaged, 22 of these being single eng
declared destroyed, lost or missing

Despite suitable weather on the 25th, and numerous freie Jagd missions over the Ch
first major activity of the day did not take place until 17.00 hrs when a force of more than 300
fighters comprising 214 Bf 109s from JG 2, JG 27 and JG 53 and 103 Bf 110s from 2G 2, 76 and
V./LG 1 escorted 37 Ju 88s to attack Warmwell. Shortly after this, a second attack o
Kent and the Thames Estuary. Although this was diverted from its intended targets by fierce
from the defending fighters, Fighter Command losses for the day amounted to 15 single-e
fighters. One of these was a Spitfire from 616 San flown by Sgt. P. Wareing, shot down over the Fre
coast. He was later taken to 2./JG 52's airfield at Coquelles, near Calais, where he
in the NCO's mess. On this day, t00, a returning crew from ZG 76 reg
Spitfires collide in mid-air, disintegrate and crash while attempting to attack th

It will be seen from the above that in order to provide adequate protect
the same time have enough fighters available to pursue their real task of destroyin
combat, the ratio of fighters to bombers far exceeded one to one. Unfortunately, how
the Luftwaffe had no standard tactical procedure, nor any unified plan, so that esc
left to the Geschwaderkommodore who acted as he thought best. Thus the quality of the
attained in these missions varied considerably; some Geschwader - particularly JG 26 and JG
executed their duties in an extremely efficient manner, while others performed less than sat
Only later in the Battle were tactics standardised

“Flying over the Channel was hard
on our nerves” b

RUDOLE ROTHENFELDER, ]G 2

< flew continuous sortics over England until 25 August, but the objectives were constantly
hanged. At one time the Royal Air Force was the target so that we could achieve air
wperiority, then we had to fly escort missions to ensure the bombers reached their targets
Brighton, Winchester, Portsmouth, Chichester and Southampton. In addition, there were take-off alerts
and we sometimes had to escort the rescue units which pulled our comrades out of the “drink”
\ese operations were flown either from the airficld at Cherboung Théville or the one at Le Havre
Forus ﬁ;aam pilots, the big difference was that from Cherbourg we had to fly 120 km in order o reach
the other side of the Channel, whereas from Le Havre the distance was about 170 km. Our
Geschwader, JG 2, was very successful during these battles and up to 25 August 1940 we had shot
down more than 250 British aircraft. We also suffered losses ourselves, some pilots ending up as PoWs ana
being sent to POW camps in Canada.
Flying over the Channel was hard on our nerves The gliding ratio of the B 109 E was 12:1 50 that if we received a hit in th
we were flying at 8,000 metres, for example, we could calculate how far we could glide by multiplying our height by 12,i.8 x
This meant that from the Isle of Wight we could glide to a point about 30 km from the French coast. Not everyone could withstand this b
upon his shoulders and some were sent back to Germany (o regain their nerve.
The score of victories in our 9. Staffel at this time was nothing to write home about. On 15 August, we flew a fighter sweep mission (/e
Jagd) from Cherbourg to Portland, taking off at 17.50 hrs and landing at 19.23 hrs. Obit. Hannes Roders shot down a Hurricane, but otherwise
very few Tommies came up o engage us so that when we saw a large number of barrage balloons below us, we attacked them instead and

shot down six.

On 28 August, our I1. Gruppe transferred to Oye Plage, east of Calais. The 1. and IL Gruppen and the Geschu
10 the Calais area, where they were based at Mardijk airfield. During this time, the might of the Luffwaffe was concentrated for ais
London and the industrial complexes located there, such as the docks at Tilbury, the Redhill arca and the Isle of Sheppey. We yea
“Operation Sealion”, the invasion of Britain, but unfortunately it did not take place.

Once, during an air combat with eight Spitfires over the Isle of Sheppey, my wingman, Gefr
returned to Oye Plage with a shotup propeller hub and Schaaf's aircraft was also damaged. 1 saw him turn toward the Channel with 3 smoking
engine. He bailed out at about 800 metres over the water and was rescued from the “drink” after three hours by an He 59

jfer Schaar, and 1 had to beat  hasty retreat. |
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BELOW. This photograph of Uftz KarkHeinz Bock's B 109 E-1 serves to
illustrate the appearance of Obit Mincheberg’ ai cted in the
accompanying peotic and fr which 0 suabie photograph cxiss Ul
Bock, flying an aircrat very similar in appearance to Minc bebergyforced

landed this aircraft at Broomhill Farm, ncar Rye, on the aftc
Scptcmber.He was on  frecance fighte sweep (o Loadon, suffred €
failure, forced landed and was captured unhurt

Messerschmitt Bf 109 E4 flown by Oblt. Joachim Miincheberg,
Staffelkapitan of 7./JG 26,
‘White 1 the B 109 E4 of Obit. Joachim Mincheberg, Staffelkapitan of 7./JG 26 as It Is belleved to have
appeared, circa 24 August. As was usual with the aircraft of Iil./JG 26, the Balkenkreuz, alrcraft number and
Gruppe symbol were of smaller proportions than usual and the 65 fuselage sides lacked mottiing although
some was carrled on the fin, probably In 02. Upper camouflage colours were 02/71 and a white pennant was
carrled on the antenna mast. The entire engine cowling was roughly painted yellow back to the base of the
windscreen, leaving the white background to the 7. Staffel heart emblem with an Irregular white border. The
rudder was yellow with a small section left In the original 65 on which were painted Mincheberg’s fourteen
Abschuss bars in red. This profile is based on a poor quality photograph, regrettably not sultable for
publication, which also shows the very similar Bf 109 E-1, ‘White 2', of 7./JG 26. A photograph of ‘White 2',
taken after Uffz. KarkHeinz Bock forced landed at Rye on 17 September, shows the similarity in the finish.

Staffel emblem
of 7./1G 26.
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White 97,2 B 109 B4 of 7.
13 tn i A
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Messerschmitt Bf 109 E-4 W.Nr.5587 of 6./JG 51 flown by Ofw. Fritz Beeck.
“Yellow 10, the Bf 109 E4 flown by Ofw. Fritz Beeck of 6./JG 51, who was forced to land
at East Langdon on the afteroon of 24 August after his engine falled following combat
with R.A.F. fighters near Manston. Finished in an upper surface scheme of 02/71, the
sides of the fuselage and fin are covered in a fairly dense mottling of both of these colours.
The top segment of the rudder and tips of both wings and tailplanes were painted yellow,
as was the background of the shield. The spinner was painted half white, half 70 or black,
and three yellow Abschuss bars were marked on each side of the fin.

Emblem of 6./JG 51.
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seven other aircraft

Although Beeck was
fusclage and engine
his enginc began to £

he was captured unhurt by  local p
scene as Beeck's aircrat shd to 2 haj

carricd out operational fiyi

29.7.40 and 15,840 marked a

machine carried the IL Grug
with umbrella (a parody of Pris

THIS PAGE AND OPFOSITE BI 109 B4 W.Ne 3387 Yeliow 16

2r old Ofw. Fritz Beeck

b ot wese 10 iack

make 2 forced landing at East Langdon, Ke

Manston acrodrome This flight lasted about an bour and Becck
returncd to his base where, aftcr 2 quick lunch, he sct off 3gan

4G 51 and some from 2

Staffel Again they escorted about twenty bombers attacking
Manston airficld, but this time Becck became imvotved in 2
doghight with a number of Hurricanes nd 2 few Spitfres.
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Messerschmitt Bf 109 E-1 flown by Fw. Herbert Bischoff, 1./JG 52.

‘White 9, the Bf 109 E-1 of Fw. Bischoff of the Coquelles-based 1./JG 52 was forced to land at
Westgate as a result of combat damage during the mid-afternoon of 24 August. This aircraft was
fitted with an early style canopy, but featured pilot's back armour and a rear-view mirror. Finished
in a 70/71 upper camouflage scheme, the sides of the fuselage, fin and rudder carried a heavy
mottle belleved to have been in the uppersurface colours. The light coloured square on both sides
of the fin behind the swastikas suggests that they had been masked off while the mottling was
applied. The 1./JG 52 ‘Running Boar' emblem was applied to both sides of the cowling and the
spinner was painted half white and half black or 70.

ABOVE AND RIGHT: Two Australian soldicrs pose with Beeek's
B 109 E before it was moved to the collecting point for downed
Luftwaffe aircraft at Elham.

Emblem of 1./JG 52

aying partially dismantied
hern England
ed h side of the

ABOVE: This B 109 E-1 "White 9'of 1/JG 52 forced landed in a field near Westgate-on-Sca during the midaficrnoon of 24 Augus

The pilot, Fw Herbert B
been flying as part of  format %,

i fighters carrying out what he described as an“aggressive patrol”. While flying at 18,000 fc

behind by fightcrs which damaged his engine and radiator. When his cogin scized, Fw. Bischoff forced landed in 4 cornficld and

although part of }
1o off when his aircraft hit an electricity pylon, he was capturcd uninjured
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Messerschmitt Bf 109 E-1 flown by Fw. Artur Beese of 9./JG 26

Yellow 11", the Bf 109 E-1 flown by Fw. Artur Beese of 9./JG 26 which force-
landed and broke its back In the sand dunes near Calais on 24 August.
Finished in a high demarcation 02/71 camouflage scheme, It carried both the
Schlageter’ and red ‘Hollenhund’ emblems beneath the cockpit. The fuel
triangle on this aircraft was white with a yellow border and, in keeping with
111./1G 26 practice, the aircraft number, Balkenkreuz and Ill. Gruppe bar were
applied In a smaller size than usual.

LEFT AND ABOVE: Two views of the
BE109 EYellow 11" flown by Pw Artue
Beese of 9./1G

as it Lays with its
back broken after making 4 forced
Landing in the sand duncs

ne and numbe
triangle. One possiblc
explanation for this unusual variat
that towards the end of August,JG

raft powered with the
DB GOIN engine which requircd

96 octane 3 fucl. Perhaps the non-
standard colours were intended to he
avoid refuelling crrors.

Seript 'S’ badge of "Hollenhund"
16 26.

emblem of
9./JG 26.

ABOVE AND BELOW. A mass takeof

ring (ABOVE) is Grey 1

pilot baled out
down by a Spitfre in similar circus
thre

out the Summer of 1940, Not

stances Th

that not

all of the aircraft carry th

Phase Two @ 149




150 e Battle of Britain

0P AND ABOVE: BE 109 Es of the 1.and 11 Gruppen of JG 2 scen prior to take-off from Cherbourg-West (Querqueville) in the latter part of August 1940,
< in the foreground. Yellow ', appears to carry an upper surface scheme of 02/71 with a heavily applicd fusclage mottlc

Il - aircraft have the now commonly seen colourcd rudders and cowlings, though some are white and others yellow

ber applied

Y wgraph ABOVE LEFT) the aircrat

in the fashion of the unit. Most - but
09 far right (ABOVE LEFT) has a yellow cowling and rudder yet still wears it four letier Stammkennzeichen. Note also the unusual style of n

Yellow 6' (ABOVE RIGHT)

Messerschmitt Bf 109 E-3 of I./JG 2 based at Cherbourg-West, Summer 1940.

Bf 109 E-3 or E4, ‘Yellow 6' of I./JG 2, seen at Cherbourg-West in the Summer of 1940, This aircraft was
finished in a high demarcation 02/71 finish with a very light mottle of 02 on the fuselage sides and fin.

The now familiar areas of yellow paint applied to the cowling and rudder were intended to assist rapid air-to-air
identification of friendly aircraft. The fuselage Balkenkreuz was of standard proportions, but the Hakenkreuz
seems to lack the usual black and white edging. The large, rounded style of fuselage number is unusual.
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RIGHT. B 109 Es of 3./1G 2
under Hpum. Hennig Stetmpell

RIGHT: Oblt KarkHeinz
of 1/JG 52

unter 10 Obt Robert
Gobel and intercsted
ground crew at Calais,
late August 1940.



152 @ Battle of Britain _ . Phase Two ® 153

Black 5" 0f 11G 52 at Calais during . with OBt Helmut
ind members of his gron
Although this aircraft is fitted with the earlicr style of canopy, the
pilot’s back and head armour is of the type usually associated
with the later, heavier framed canopy. A rear-view mirroe s fitted
0 the windscreen framework, though not all pilots favoured this
refinement as they found the view limited and they were tempted
0 look around less.

BELOW: BE 109 Es of LJG 52 prepare for their take-off run at
Calais in August. The aircraft in the forcground, Black 5',is that of
tclmut Bennemann

ABOVE: B 109 Es of 1)

2 at Calais,probably mid-August 1940 The aircraft taxiing in the forcground is
Obit.Helmut Benne

's ‘Black 5" which has the entire nose back 10 the windscreen painte

Messerschmitt Bf 109 E-3 flown by Obit. Helmut Bennemann of 1./JG 52.
The BY 109 E-3 ‘Black 5' flown by Oblt. Helmut Bennemann of I./G 52 finished in an upper camouflage Emblem of 1./JG 52.
scheme of 02/71. The sides of the fuselage were mottied with what is believed to be 02 and the

yellow paint of the cowling has been extended rearwards to the base of the windscreen and as far

down as the top of the wing root fairing. The I. Gruppe ‘Running Boar' emblem which was carried on

both sides of the cowling appears either to have been masked off very carefully or re-applied over the

yellow paint. Reminiscent of the markings of Ill./JG 26, the fuselage Balkenkreuz and aircraft number

are slightly smaller than generally seen during this period.

RIGHT: Oblt. Helmut Bennem

xits from his ‘Black §'at Calais

after returning from a successful

mission over England during mid-
igust
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THIS PAGEAND
OVERLEAF. This sesics

imiral Erich Racder (
Scalion’and ex

Was the Threat of Sealion Real?

“Hitler spoke to me on the occasion of my first high decoration, and he said, “I don’t like the

England. I am forced to fight, but I don't like it.™
Recol

Ithough in Britain there scemed i
}&muu.lhh in fact Hitler had no intent

warn him that such an operation was n

support an invasion. Hitler agreed, since althe
a conflict he was now unable to conclude peacefully, he realis
Instead, he wanted to wait and see whether bombing alone w
that if the Royal Air Force was defeated as intended, Britain we
sufficient to compel the Bri
to the East. His Intelligence or
this was evidence that the Sov

sion of B

24/25 August, Bomber Commay
unrestricted air warfare against London. Only on 4 Septem!

did Hitler publicly announce that a new acrial offensive w

the Channel coast for this purpose. It opened on 7 September wis
End. Surely, Hitler reasoned, this massive attack, combined with the ex
inhabitants of London and would finally force the British Government
of imminent invasion. Thus, in order to preserve the impr
immediately order the outright cancellation of Sealion and,
10 be no letup in the Luftwaffe's attacks
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On 26 August, Luftwaffe activity over Britain
100K the form of three major attacks. The first
targeted the airfields at Biggin Hill and Kenley but
was dispersed by strong opposition from the
defending fighters, leaving the retreating bombers
1o drop their bombs on any worthwhile target as
they crossed the coast. The second attack took
place shortly after 13.00 hrs when approximately
80 bombers with fighter escort headed towards
Essex. As it approached the coast, this force spiit
into two formations and made for the airfields at
Debden, Hornchurch and North Weald. But
harried by the defending fighters and with their
own fighter escorts low on fuel, both formations
aborted their attacks. Then, at about 16.00 hrs, Luftflotte 3 dispatched a final daylight attack, sending
some 50 He 111s with an escort of 100-plus Bf 1095 and Bf 110s to attack Portsmouth. Confronted
by determined opposition, only a few of the bombers came anywhere near their target and only bombed
the outskirts of the city causing little damage. Nevertheless, the defensive battles of the day cost the
RAF a further 28 fighters lost.

No major German attacks materialised on 27 August, but in the late afteroon, 51 He 111s
accompanied by more than 200 Bf 109s from JG 2, JG 27 and JG 53, together with 66 Bf 110s,
attacked Portsmouth Harbour. During this operation, Obit. Helmut Wick of 1./JG 2 claimed his 21st and
22nd victories, a Hurricane and a Spitfire, and
1./JG 53 claimed four Spitfires, two of these
apparently being shot down by Hptm. Hans-Karl
Mayer, Staffelkapitén of 1. Staffel, bringing his
score to nineteen. Within a week, Mayer - a
promising officer who had received rapid

promotion and had earfier fought with the Condor
Legion in Spain where he had won several
decorations - would achieve his 20th victory, for
which he was awarded the coveted Ritterkreuz
On the morning of the 28th, the Luftwaffe
again attacked in three separate phases. First, a
number of Bf 109s carried out a freie Jagd fighter
sweep over Kent. Then, at 08.30 hrs, a heavily
escorted bomber formation crossed the English

coast and split up into two formations so that as
He 111 bombers of KG 53, escorted by Stab, |
and Ill./JG 26 headed for Rochford airfield, the
Do 175 of KG 3 escorted by I. and IIl./JG 53
made their way towards Eastchurch. Little
damage was caused at Rochford, and although
the airfield at Eastchurch was hit particularly
hard, it remained operational

A second attack was mounted shortly after
midday when, in another attempt to knock out the
airfield, the Do 17s of Il. and Iil./KG 3 attacked
Rochford. The escorting German fighters gave
such a good account of themselves that the
defending RAF fighters were unable to get
through to the bombers in sufficient strength to
prevent the airfield from being hit. Despite the
number of bombs dropped, however, little
damage was done and the airfield continued to
remain serviceable. In the third attack, made
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BELOW
The Abschusstafcl,
or Victory List, of
1LG 2 showing
the Gruppe's
claims up to

26 August Among.
the names of fus
famous
Ritterkreuztrager
are Erich Leie
Alexander von
Winterfcldt
Beuno Stolle and
Kurt Golisch
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LEFT: Fow Alfons Bacher, scated in his B 109 1 coded &

photograph was taken, Bacher 100k
2 freic Jagd patrol but was hit in the cockpit by 2 Spifirc wh
attacked out of the sun. He made 2 goc

RIGHT: A reminder of the high rate of atirition
experienced by the Jagdwalfe during the Battle of
Britain. By the middic of September,all six of these
/1G 52 pilots, seen here enjoying 4 refreshing

plate of grapes after a mission over England, had
been lost. From the left are: Uffz. Lothar Hartlich,
Ogfc Wiadislaw Malecki, Lt Hans Berthel,
Uffz.Peter Weber, Faw Alfons Bacher and

Ufz KarkHeinz Bokel. On 26 August, four of these
o, Martlich crashing into the

nber, and Malecki, Bacher and Bokel
PoWs.On 31 August, Weber was badly
el, then

wounded and dicd a few days later. Ber
e Gruppen Adjutant of 1/JG 52, became 2 PoW ¢
15 Scptember.

ABOVE
1 tone down the blue fusclage sides

Oblt. Hans Philipp's "White 1" clearly showing the sprayed crosshatch finish used

MIDDLE RIGHT: Philipp claimed his first victory while with 1G 76 in Poland and seven
more during the Western campaign. Here, all eight victories maybe seen on his aircrafts
fudder. By 22 October 1940, Philipp'’s total had riscn to 20 victories, for which he was
awarded the Ritterkreuz, and by the end of the year his score had risen to 23,

RIGHT: Philipp scen here with Oblt Werner Pichon-Kalau von Hofer, left, became
Staffelkapitan of the 4 /1G 54 on 26 August while based at Campagne
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er escort This

damaged by RAF
fighters and is scen
here after crashy

landing on the
beach at
Cap GrisNez

during the mic-afternoon, large formations of Bf 109s and Bf 110s carried out freie Jagd sweeps over
Kent and the Thames Estuary, resulting in a fierce fighter versus fighter battle above the Canterbury,
Dungeness and Margate area. This was exactly the type of battle of attrition which the Luftwaffe sought
and which the commander of 11 Group, Air Vice Marshal Keith Park, was anxious to avoid. In all, the
day's fighting resulted in the loss of 21RAF fighters lost or damaged against the loss of 16 Bf 109s.

Despite relatively good weather on the 29th, it was not until around mid-afternoon that the
Luftwaffe put in an appearance in strength over Britain. At about 15.00 hrs, a force of some 500 Bf
109s from JG 3, JG 26, JG 51, JG 52 and JG 54 and the B 110s from ZG 26 and ZG 76 approached
the Sussex coast escorting a small formation of Do 175 and He 111s. Again using large numbers of
its fighters, the Luftwaffe was attempting to lure the defending RAF fighters up into combat. In the
event, the RAF was generally heeding Park's orders to avoid the potentially high attrition rate that would
necessarily accompany such fighter versus fighter engagements and did not rise to the bait in any great
strength. Shortly after 18.00 hrs, in another attempt to bring the British fighters to battle, a series of
freie Jagd fighter sweeps was carried out over the Kent coast, while other Bf 109s strafed the gun-sites
around Dover and fought a brief battle with defending fighters from 85 and 501 Sqns. At the end of the
day, the Jagdwaffe had lost eight fighters in combat, whereas RAF losses amounted to six Hurricanes
and three Spitfires.

Now I was about 200 yards behind the Tommy. Steady does it -
wait. The range was much too far. I crept slowly nearer till | was
only a hundred yards away, and the Spit's wings filled my reflector
sight. Suddenly the Tommy opened fire and the Me in front of him
went Into a dive. | too had pressed the firing button after
previously aiming carefully. | was only In a gentle tur as I did so.
The Spit at once caught fire and with a long grey plume of smoke
dived down vertically Into the s

Lt. MaxHelimuth Ostermann (pictured left) of l./JG 54
describing his first victory on 31 August 1940.
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On 30 August, the first major attack of the day did not get under way unt
alarge freie Jagd, a formation of approximately 70 Do 17s and
Bf 110 fighters, crossed the southeast coast and h
immediately engaged by the Hurricanes of 85
broke up into a confused numbe

and

of small battlet

all the defending 11 Group fighters were airborn

protect his airfields at Biggin Hill and Keniey
evade the fighters protecting Biggin Hill which, a

Shown up clearly by the sun, and stretching fore and aft as far as the eye could see were
rows of “109s riding above the haze, each row flying in line-astern and well spaced out - ail
of them heading south-south-east. It was a fantastic sight.

At around 13.00 hrs and before man
aftemoon phase opened with heavily escorted fo
Dungeness before spiitting up to head for their targets
During this attack the main power supply for seven

without any radar protection for a critical period o
were followed by a third series of attacks that
North Weald as well as Hawker Aviation at Slough, the S|
and the Vauxhall works at Luton. Although the raid inten
airfields, including those at Radlett and Hatfield, would be less f
penetrated to Luton and caused severe damage an
putting it out of action for Sixteen hours. At about 18.00 hrs
Hill by the BY 110 Jabos of Erprobungsgruppe 210 severely d
of casualties. It also cut the station's communications
control of the Biggin Hill sector was taken over by Homchur

Throughout this day, regarded by hardest foug
the aerial battles had cost the Jagdwaffe 12 fighters lost as a
21. Luftwaffe fighter pilot casualties for the day amounted to
whereas seven British pilots were killed.

As a prelude to the attacks scheduled for the 31st, Bf 109s rang
shooting down large numbers of barrage balloons. They were followed
first major raid of the day when a force of Do 17s
towards Debden and North Weald. A third wave, also from KG 2, made for Duxford
by the combined efforts of fighters and the airfield’s defences. Within the
making for Eastchurch while Bf 109s and 110s were carrying out strafing attacks on
including West Malling and Detling.

a sm

ny as th

om KG 2 with heavy fig
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paradoxically, with

rudder Behind the

Balkenkreuz in the

Gruppe wit
Geschwader

Once - I think it was 31 August 1940 - | was in a fight with four Hurricanes over Dover. |
was back over the Channel when | saw another Hurricane coming from Calals, trailing
smoke, obviously in a bad way. | flew up alongside him and escorted him all the way to
England and then waved goodbye. A few weeks later the same thing happened to me. That
would never have happened in Russia - never!

Comment by Erich Rudorffer, then a Feldwebel with 2./JG 2.

At around 13.00 hrs, another raid commenced when two large and heavily escorted formations, which
ncluded elements of Erprobungsgruppe 210, fought their way through the defences to strike yet again
at Fighter Command'’s airfields. In this attack, He 111 bombers hit Biggin Hill and Erprobungsgruppe
210 attacked Croydon, while a third group, consisting of Do 17s from KG 3 with an escort from JG 77,
detached itself and swung north to attack Hornchurch. Just as the Dorniers arrived over Homchurch,
their first bombs caught three Spitfires of 54 San as they began their take-off runs, destroying two and
severely damaging the other. Surprisingly, the three pilots involved all survived, albeit with various
levels of injuries. Then, in the fourth raid of the day, shortly after 17.30 hrs, while Bf 109s roamed on
freie Jagd sweeps to the outskirts of London, high flying raiders attacked Hornchurch and caused
severe damage at Biggin Hill

“The Battle of Britain was
terrible.

HUGO DAHMER, JG 26

Thus ended a day in which the Luftwaffe inflicted the highest losses of the Battie on the RAF, with
34 of Fighter Command’s aircraft destroyed and five pilots killed. Across the Channel, Jagawaffe
losses for the 31st totalled 21 fighters lost and five damaged while pilot casualties totalled 16 four
Killed and 12 taken prisoner. Particularly hard hit was the newly arrived 1./JG 77 which, be
heavy demand for escort fighters, had earfier transferred from the Friesian Isiands, whes
engaged i coastal defence duties, and arrived at Marquise on the Channel Front on 25 August. The
1. Gruppe lost seven aircraft and six pilots, and among the five pilots taken prisoner were two
Staffelkapitan; Oblt. Hans-Jirgen Enrig of 1. Staffel who had flown in Spain, Poland
had been awarded the Iron Cross First Class, and Oblt. Exkehard Priebe of 2. Staffe

quarters were in the Martcl's villa where, of course, we had plenty of their welbknown high
quality brandy. In Cognac, we taught new pilots arriving as replacements from the Fliegerschule

and so, for a while, I was employed as a fighterinstructor
During the fighting in France and Belgium, we had lost our Gruppenkommandeur and. while we

! fter the campaign in France, our unit was sent to Cognac, not far from Bordeaux. Actually. my

were awaiting a

We received our new Gruppenkommandeur, Hptm. Erich Noack, at the end of May We disiiked him
from the moment he arrived. He was highly pretentious, and although he had no combat expericnce
he tried 1o lecture us on tactics

The Staffel, 5./1G 26 then went o Cap Gris-Nez for the Battle of Britain. When Noack finally made
his first real war flight, we became involved in a dogfight with British pilots and Noack became disorientat
Stabschwarm and ordered them to find him and lead him back to the airficld. What clse could they do? B

the pilots of
he landed, he d

obit a temporarily took over the Gruppe.

d. He called

something wrong during his final approach and crashed about 100 metres from the airfickd And 1 must 2y

miss him in the slightest!

The Battle of Britain was terrible and we lost so many peopie. Anyone whose aircraft was hit while they were 2

Channel, even if the damage was only minor, was unable to reach the French coast and was taken prisoncr. On one occas
off on a bomber escort mission with about 20 Bf 1095 and only five came back! Apart from mysclf, and two pilots who left
reasons, not a single one of my Staffel’s original twelve pilots survived

Once 1 had survived the first battles, I flew with some pilots who, while pechaps not as good as the or
excellent in comparison with those who came later. And I had more than my usual share of luck, 100, althou

guarantee survival and had o be used carefully. Because I had learncd acrobatics, 1 was ablc to cscape dangerous situa
murderous manocuvres which gave the impression I had been hit and this saved my lifc on many occasions

I flew 75 sortics to London and shot down about 10 Spitfires and Hurricancs in spite of the fact I was only 3 wingman
wingman who flew at the end or on the flank was normally the first to be attacked When we saw Spitfires attacking us. the
of such orders as, Achtung! Indianer! Break right!” or “Break left!” but 1 kept o the previous course, as if 1 had not heard anyths

wait until the first bursts were fired in my direction and, after  few seconds, quickly tum towards my opponent and pass

high speed that he was unable to aim at me. I then tumed again and positioned mysclf so that I could shoot at him from behind |

tactics instead of following the radioed order right from the earliest battles, and whilc this gave me no more than 2 S0/50 ¢

found that wi

h experience I was able to judge my opponent’s ability. In fact, when | was attacked, I even had
and estimate when would be the best moment for me to react. One could casily judge whether of 1ot 0nc's OpPonEnt was 2 good p
of his gunnery skills. However, gunnery was of sccondary importance: you first needed o be able to bring your aircraft into 3 good fining pos

then you would not miss the target. By employing these tactics I was hit just once, and then only sightly

We were the highaltitude Grippe of JG 26 and our aircrat had s
often used as top cover s it was very are for us to be able to claim anything We flew at 8,000 to 10,000 metres at least, while

al engines which allowed us 10 reach 12,000

unit flew between 3,000 (0 6,000 metres.
Galland was another pilot we found very pretentious He made himself a“star” but, i f3ct he was ot & exceptional s

him down. None of Galland's Rotten- ot Schiwarmflieger had this same advantage. They remained behind him and protected his back
After the hectic months of the Battle of Britain, the remnants of our Staffel were called back to Germany for 3 rest and were sent ©

Anton for a holiday in the snow. Later, I was posted 10 JG S where officers in my

mere Unteroffizier was more successful than they were.

tres. My Stagfe

raffel who had hardly any claims could barely believe that 2



162 e Battle of Britain

Morgenstern was
seriously injured in

While not quite as intensive as the previous attacks, the morning of 1 September saw Kesselring's
bombers return to maintain their pressure on the airfields. Shortly before 11.00 hrs, an immense
formation of heavily escorted bombers approached the coast where they spiit into four separate
formations, some of which penetrated as far as Biggin Hill, Gravesend, Homchurch, Kenley and North
Weald. Just after 13.00 hrs, a second, similar operation was mounted when a large formation crossed
the coast followed shortly by another formation some 80 strong, their objectives being Biggin Hill and
Kenley. In the resulting attack, the additional damage to Biggin Hill led to the operations room being.
temporarily removed to commercial premises some quarter of a mile distant. At about 15,30 hrs, a
third attack materialised and although some bombs were dropped on the Dunkirk RDF station, the bulk
of the formation was fighters on a freie Jagd which attempted to lure the British fighters into combat
by strafing the airfields at Hawkinge and Lympne. In the battles of the 1st, the Jagdwaffe lost five
fighters with two pilots killed and three taken prisoner. One of the prisoners was the Staffelkapitan of
5./JG 54, Obit. Anton Stang], who collided with another Bf 109 during a bomber escort mission during
the morning raid and baled out. The other pilot’s parachute did not open.

Throughout 2 September, the Luftwaffe launched almost 1,000 sorties in five separate raids in a
major effort to complete the destruction of airfields in Essex, Kent and Middlesex. Generally flying in

ormations of only 3040 bombers but with a heavy fighter escort, the formations were intercepted and
broken up before they could create serious damage. Shortly after 17.00 hrs one of the largest
dogfights of the day occurred when some 70 Hurricanes and Spitfires took on approximately 160 Bf
109s in a flerce battle which was fought above the Dover-Dungeness area. The battle became even

hreatening to friend and foe alike when the Dover anti-aircraft defences became involved as an
¢ participant! At the end of the day's actions the Jagdwaffe had lost 17 Bf 109s, two of
ol off Calais, killing both pilots. Nine aircraft received various
wo being written-off. Six pilots were lost and one was wounded while a

which collic

during an operational pa

evels of damage resulting ir

ere taken prisoner, one of whom, Lt. Wemer Kiuge of 9./JG 2 would later die from
100 low an altitude. Another of the pilots lost on the 2nd, OBt
> officer of JG 54, would lie in the wreckage of his fighter for 37 years
stigated in 1977 and his remains discovered. He was later interred at the

injuries received from baling out at

Ekkehard Schelcher, Gruppenst

til his crash site was in

Soldatenfriedhof at Cannock Chase with full military honours

ning of 3 September saw the airfield attacks switched from those in Kent to the Essex
sirfields north of the River Thames. Debden, Hornchurch and North Weald all came under attack in an
jeald was hit the hardest

was able to remain operational by day. It was during the raids of the 3rd that the Luftwaffe
experimented with a change in the composition of its formations, brought about by concerns over the

attempt to push British fighter opposition farther away from the coast. North

RIGHT: This B
109 0f 5.1G 54
was damaged by

continuing losses 1o its Kampfgeschwader. P

targets in a stepped formation, but this was now

fighters and bombers flew at the same
event, neither proved to be satisfac

arrangement. Total Jagdwaffe losses tot
further three wi " n 4. and 5. Staff
Fiennes, and 51 as a result of
amounted to one killed and two wounded. Two Bf 1095
in a landing accident while g from a s

!
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On 4 September, in accordance with orders issued four days previously, certain aircraft factories
were singled out for attack including the Short Bros. factory at Rochester and the Hawker aircraft
factory at Brooklands airfield, near Weybridge. The latter, an important target where half the total
output of Hurricanes was produced, was to be attacked by crews from Erprobungsgruppe 210. Taking
off s00n after midday from their forward airfield at Calais-Marck, the formation was led by the new
Gruppenkommandeur, Hptm. Hans von Boltenstern, escort being provided by the Bf 110s of
IV./Lehrgeschwader 1. Even before reaching the English coast, von Boltenstern's aircraft was seen to
dive into the sea as he attempted to avoid interception by RAF fighters, but the rest of Erp.Gr. 210
reached the target. They attacked, however, not the Hawker factory but the Vickers-Supermarine
factory on the other side of the airfield, causing serious damage. On this site, some bombs hit the
machine shop and the erecting shop, while more were dropped near aircraft dispersed round the
aerodrome. Casualties amounted to 88 killed and about 500 injured, a roll which would have been
longer had not many of the employees been away at their lunch break. Production was halted for some.
four days while the bomb damage was cleared away. The formation lost four escort Bf 110s from
IV./LG 1 in this attack. In other actions of the day, the Jagdwaffe lost six fighters with two damaged
and four pilots killed plus one wounded. This was Ritterkreuztrager Hptm. Wilhelm Balthasar, the
Gruppenkommandeur of ll./JG 3, wounded in an encounter with Spitfires of 222 Sqn near Canterbury
at around 13.00 hrs.

As on 4 September, the raids on the 5th were in the form of two major attacks, both of which split
up after crossing the coast in order to confuse the defences. The morning raids focused their attention
on the airfields at Biggin Hill, Croydon, Eastchurch, Lympne and North Weald while those of the
afternoon concentrated on Biggin Hill, Detiing and Thameshaven, dispersing shortly after 14.00 hrs
under heavy fighter cover. Both attacks were bitterly contested by the defending fighters, resulting in
numerous dogfights above southern England throughout the day which cost the Jagdwaffe 16 fighters.
Among the German pilots captured was the Gruppenadjutant of II./JG 3, Obit. Franz von Werra, later
to become famous as ‘The One that Got Away" after escaping from Canada and making his way to the
then neutral USA. Also captured on the 5th was Lt. Heinz Schnabel of 1./JG 3 who would later become
involved in a bold escape attempt with a former He 111 pilot from KG 27.

On 6 September, three major attacks developed during the day. In the first two, heavily escorted
formations targeted five of the sector airfields around London but the RAF largely broke up the German
formations and damage to the airfields was negligible. The third raid, against the fuel storage farms
on the banks of the Thames Estuary, was more successful and serious fires were started. The fighting.

LEFT: A Schwarm

JG 2 fly north
along the coast of

pilots of single.
engined aircraft,
greatly disliked
fying over the.
Channcl,

between the opposing forces was hard fought and bitter and, as
a close Jagdwaffe losses stood at 13 with five damaged. Five pi
and eight were prisoners of war including the Gruppenkomma
Schiichting. LG 2 lost two Bf 109s on operational sorties, both

It was now becoming obvious just how incorrect was Oberst Schrm
strength of the Royal Air Force. Despite repeated assurances that the
Luftwaffe sircrew it seemed that the British fighter defences
incursions were being met with a determination and ferocity h
Geschwadern, crews described the British fighter attacks as *
aircraft in its formation rammed by a British fighter pilot and were co
impressed by this and the mettle of the British pilots. L
feel the heavy strain, sometimes carrying out five consecutive flights a day
over England, while airframes and engines also suffered from these effo

Butin its attacks of 6 September, the Luftwaffe had struck hard and ex
brought to bear on Fighter Command. Six of the seven sector airfield:
damage, and five of the advanced airfields fared no better. Losses in
figures and strength was now down to a total of some 700 aircraft

ious”

hand. It now appeared that victory was within its grasp. Fighter Con

In the period from 24 August to 6 September, a total of 295 RAF fight
oss of 103 pilots Killed or missing and a further 128 withdrawn from cor
more serious. In particular, the loss of experienced pilots, particularly
commanders, was a major concern since these were the men who bore the bru
their numbers were steadily decreasing. New pilots, with no battle experi
survived their first mission, while less experienced squadrons suffered such se
had to be withdrawn after just a few weeks.

Such mounting pilot losses, together with the continuous, damaging attacks against
were beginning to threaten Fighter Command's ability to continue as a defensive force.
rotate its squadrons because it lacked adequately rested ones with which to replace
Command's capability to continue to resist was slowly being eroded. With reserves at their lowest
and with casualties the equivalent of losing six squadrons a week, Dowding’s forces were d
their limit. But although they were as yet unaware of it, they were about to get the reprieve they so
badly needed.
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BELOW: Ground personnel discussing the twenty-cight Abschuss bars
on the rudder of Werner Molders' BE 109 E, 28 August 1940,

RIGHT: Major Wolf
{ August with Werne
suffclkapitin of 4./)¢
awarded the Spanish Cros in

0ld with

Werner

Molders, the
Kommodore of JG 51
was credited with
exceptional cyesight
and was usually the firs:
pilot Lo see enemy
aireraft Due to his
reputation, tactics and
success, morale in JG 51
during the Battle was
very high
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Messerchmitt Bf 109 E-4 flown by Oblt. Helmut Wick, Staffelkapitan of 3./JG 2.
“Yellow 2', the Bf 109 E-< of JG 2's Helmut Wick carried an upper camouflage of 02/71 with the 65
of the fuselage sides, fin and rudder covered In a heavily applied stipple of 71. On the port side of
the fin, In the usual position, the Werk Nummer 5344 was still visible beneath the stipple. The black
borders to the fuselage Balkenkreuz were broadened to reduce the visibllity of the white areas and
the JG 2 ‘Richthofen’ shields also carried a light overspray. However, no toning down or overspray
has affected the blue and yellow ‘Horrido’ pennant on the cowling. Twenty-two white Abschuss bars
were carried on both sides of the rudder.

Emblem of 3./JG 2

Helmut Wick's
personal ‘Kingfisher’ Detail of port
badge. side view.

RIGHT: A posed photograph showing pilots of 3 /JG 2
dise the 22 victory bars on Obl Wick's aircraft

ictorics camed Wick the Ritterkreuz, awarded on 27
gust. He would soon be one of the greatest aces of the
Channcl Front, becoming Kommandeur of 16 2 on 10
September and in October, when only 25 years of age

Kommodore of JG 2



RIGHT. A photograph of a
Luftwaffe mechanic posing with
Ofw. Bernhard Lampskemper's
aircratt believed 1o be ‘Black §'as
shown in the colour profile

“Tatzelwurm' emblem of
2./16 3.

Messerschmitt Bf 109 E-4 of 2./JG 3 flown by Ofw. Bernhard Lampskemper.
Black 8', the Bf 109 E-4 W.Nr. 5338 flown by Ofw. Bernhard Lampskemper of 2./JG 3. On 29 August 1940, this aircraft took off on a
mid-afternoon freelance patrol and, with this aircraft flying some distance ahead of the other machines of the Staffel, had just crossed
the English coast at a height of 22,000 feet, when it was attacked by Spitfires. The engine seized and Lampskemper glided down to a
smooth crash-landing near the RDF station at Pevensey, barely damaging the alrcraft and being captured unhurt despite being shot at
from the ground by Bofors guns which badly damaged the undersurfaces when he had descended to 300 feet. The aircraft, Item 5 in
A.l-1.(g) Crashed Enemy Aircraft Report No. 15 dated 31 August 1940, was described as having olive green on the uppersurfaces,

but was probably finished In an 02/71 scheme and, as with other JG 3 aircraft of the period, the Blue 65 fuselage and fin sides would
have carried a light mottling of 02 and 71. The wingtips, rudder and cowling were painted yellow, the latter extending back to the
windscreen as shown in the profile. The spinner was painted half white and half 70, with the extreme tip finished in red. The Staffel
Tatzelwurm emblem appeared on both sides of the cowling on a rectangular background of the original mottied finish, and was red
with a thin black outline and yellow tongue.

RIGHT: Demonstrating a
d the Bl
109 in all ts variants, the

Kellee's

weakness that pl

dercarriage of
\ck 6 of 2/JG 3 has

collapsed while taxiing on a

ugh section of the landing
ground at Colombert The
application of a light colour,
possibly the underside 65, can

be scen along the leading
edge of the wing and apart
from the fuselage number, the
aircraft is almost identical o
Ofw. Lampskemper's ‘Black 8
shown in the colour profilc
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iptm. Otto Otsch Bertram,
during the Batte of Biri

RIGHT. Condor Legion vetcra
Groppenkommandeur of 11/}
awarded the Ritterkreuz in October 1940, Otto Bertram'’s two
brothers both died in action over the Chant

1d with Swords and
i highest grade of Spanish Cross and it was

nders of the Condor Legion
and Volkmann. However, Hitler considered

Molders and Walter Ocsau

Messerschmitt Bf 109 E-4 of 1./JG 2, late August 1940.

A BY 109 E4, ‘White 10", of 1./JG 2 circa late August 1940 illustrating the usual applica
to the cowling and rudder. The fuselage sides are not as heavily mottied as usually see
alrcraft, and the Balkenkreuz has been partially overpainted with one of the uppersurface
reduce its visibility.
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LEFTAND BELOW: Two views of Fw. Ernst Amokd's
BE109 E1Yellow 12'0f 3./)C

white scissors marking applicd behind the cockpit

hot down on 30 August, possibly by

603 Sqn, and subsequently place

F Beascley wanted (0 organise

display in Excter (o aid the Lord Mayor's Spitfire Fund
Appeal. he requested an exhibit and the remains of
Armold's aircraft were delivered to him carly one S

. Here, Mr. Beaseley poses with
September 1940,

>

Emblem of 1./JG 27

Messerschmitt Bf 109 E-1 of 3./JG 27 flown by Fw. Ernst Arnold.

Bf 109 E-1 ‘Yellow 12" of 3./JG 27. This aircraft was flown on 30 August by Fw. Emst Amold, who took off at
16.00 hrs as part of a freelance fighter patrol over England. In a surprise attack by fighters, the radiator of this
aircraft was hit and Fw. Amold forced landed at Westwood Court, two miles south of Faversham, Kent, at 16.45
hrs. The machine was finished in a high demarcation 70/71 upper surface camouflage with little or no mottling
applied to the fuselage sides. The entire cowling and spinner were yellow with the I./JG 27 emblem applied to
both sides of the cowling. As seen on other aircraft of 3. Staffel, a pair of scissors and lower case ‘r' applied In
white just above the aircraft number. These are understood to represent a play on the name of a former
Staffelfiihrer, Ulrich Scherer.
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Messerschmitt Bf 109 E-4 flown by Obit. Helmut Rau, Staffelkapitan of 3./JG 3.

Only some six weeks old when It forced landed on the sands at Shoeburyness on the evening of 31 August, Bf 109 E4
Werk Nummer 1082, ‘Yellow 4', was flown by Oblt. Helmut Rau, the Staffelkapitan of 3./JG 3. Despite hazy weathe
conditions which made the prospect of a successful operation extremely doubtful, Obit. Rau was nevertheless or
take part in a frele Jagd patrol to London, a city Rau knew well, having worked in a bank there before the war. Afte
off at 16.30 hrs, the patrol was flying in two formations, each of eight aircraft, at 30,000 feet when they were a
from the rear by British aircraft. As Oblt. Rau tried to climb higher in order to avoid the danger, he saw that his wingm
had been shot down. Rau then dived to observe his falling wingman's aircraft and was himself hit, probably by a Spitfir
603 Sqn flown by P/0 ‘Rasp’ Berry. This aircraft then made a forced landing on the beach at Shoeburyness. Finish
02/71 upper patter the sides of the fuselage were lightly mottied with what is believed to have been 71. The fuselage
Balkenkreuz wero of slightly smaller proportions than usually seen on JG 3 aircraft and the spinner was painted haif
and half black or black-green 70 with the tip in the Staffel colour of yellow. The Tatzelwurm emblem, applied to the por
side only of the cowling, was yellow with a thin black outline. Three black Abschuss bars were carried on the fin above &
alrcraft Werk Nummer representing two Curtiss fighters destroyed on 14.5.40 and one Morane on 30.5.40

RIGHT: Obit Helmut Rau's
Yellow 4'attracts a huge crowd
while on display in Bolton,
Lancashire. Although stripped of
most of its fabric arcas, the
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Messerschmitt Bf 109 E-3 of 9./JG 26 flown by Oblt. Wilhelm Fronhofer.
Yellow 10" the Bf 109 E-3 of Oblt. Wilhelm Fronhofer of 9./JG 26 which forced landed at Ulcombe during the early evening of
31 August. With an upper scheme of 70/71 It was finished in the commonly seen Iil./JG 26 high demarcation camouflage
style with no discernible mottling on the sides of the fuselage, fin or rudder. In keeping with the other aircraft of this Gruppe,
the Balkenkreuz, Gruppe bar and aircraft number were smaller than usually seen. The 9. Staffel Hollenhund emblem and

JG 26 ‘Schlageter’ shield were carried on both sides of the fuselage beneath the cockpit. It is understood that the tip of the
spinner was a lighter green than the remainder. The Werk Nummer on the fin is applied on a dark green rectangular
background Indicating that this alrcraft was originally finished in a low-demarcation 70/71 camouflage scheme.

BELOW: On 31 August,JG 26 mounted various missions throughout the day and cls

22 victories for the loss of five aircraft and pilots, the heaviest loss
nden th

e day during the whole of the Battle of Beitain. During a late afternoon mission the entire Geschwadcr took of

K¢ 25 10 atack the RAF acrodrome at Horachurch. As soon 25 the airerat o 1L/JG 26 crossed the coast, they were astacked by RAF fighiers
d { Oblt. Willelm Fronhofer of Stab 11L/JG nc of three pilots shot down. His aircraft, Yellow 10° forced landed at Jubilec Hall Farm,
icombe, where Fronhofer was taken prisoncr

RIGHT, The B 109 E4, Whitc 13’ of Obit Hans

Jirgen En felkapitin of 1./)¢

crumpled in a fiekd at Gates Farm near Tenterden.

Kent on the aftemoon of 31 August. Damaged by
tcrs while over Hornchurd

mission, Fhirg attcmpicd 1o return

one from 2 Stffel.

BELOW: Obls. Hasso von Perthes poses beside B 109 E-4 WNe 1399 Brown 13 of
ADAG 2 29 May 1940, Clearly visible attached ¢
the fin and tailplanc leading edges are the three 2
On 31 August, despite still wearing a surgical be

motoring accident, ObIL. von Perthes took off in B 109 E7 Wr 5600 on a be

t Mont Ecouvez near Cambrai

ina leads for the FuG VII radia

tted as 3 result of a rece

escort sortie. Over Crowhurst, he was attacked by P/O M. Feric of 303 Sqn and baled

out of his aircraft. At 18,45 hrs, Obit. von Perthes landed at Hurst Green critically

transferred to the Royal Herbert Hospital in Woolwich but dicd on 14 Scptember It
has been allcged that Oblt.von Perthes was shot and wounded while descending by
parachutc, but to date no factual cvidence has been discovered to confirm this. His
sircraft was the first B 109 E7 to crash in Be
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“It was the saddest moment of
my career.”

JosEPH BORSCHGENS, ]G 26

England by a Spitfire from 74 Sqn which hit my fusclage and engine, but | managed to coax my
aircraft back across the Channel and crash landed in a field near my base at Cafficrs in France,

Onc of my Katschmareis at that time was a young Unteroffizier and Fabnenjunker, an officer
cadet named Horst Licbeck. He was brave and ambitious and although an excellent pilot, he was shot
down on 31 August. He baled out of his aircraft and landed by parachute at Stansted where he was
captured unhurt and made 2 PoW

The terms “Katschmarele™ and “Rottenflie
referred to the tactical number two, or wingman
he war. The Rottenfubrer and his Katschmare

Inm during the Battde of Britain with 7./JG 26. On 11 August 1940, my Bf 109 was attacked over

*, incidentally, were in use from very early on and
the Rotte and remained unchanged for the rest of

were an effective combat team and although the
dership, personal understanding a ﬂ\m). q\ulmn it also involved Kameradschaft,
something akin to friendship but much decper. Developed throu and a close dependency on one another in combat

relationship was based on lea
p

Kameradschaft is a bond which lasts forever.

At about 13.30 hrs on 1 September 1940, the IIL Gruppe of JG
were to attack an airfield near London. We were fly
the target, I saw a number of He 111 bo

6. the “Schlageter” Geschwader, was flying as escort for bombers which
g at about 5,000 to 6,000 metres, and the weather was clear and fair. When we reached
bers and BE 110 Zerstorer in a dogfight near London. The Bf 110s were being attacked by Hurricanes
nd Spitfires and, for their own protection, had formed an Abuwehrkreis, literally a defensive circle.The He 1115, B 110s and the British aircraft
were all lying at approximately the same height as we were, so I turned towards the British fighters and positioned myself behind one which
was attacking our BE 110s.1 opened fire and hit him with my cannon and machine gun fire. He then broke away, lcaving me still flying towards

 BE 110s, but everything had happened so fast that one of the Bf 110 rear gunners mistook me for the encmy and opened fire. One of his
bullcts hit my cockpit and ruptured the fuel line close to my left foot. My engine lost power, petrol poured into the cabin and formed a white
vapour trail behind me

sight I had seen often during the Battle.
I rolled my aircraft inverted and then flew away from the combat area, gl
of my career The engine was just idling and T was

iding down towards the South Coast. It was the saddest moment
me duck, casy prey for the British fighters but, surprisingly, | was not attacked. I feathered
propeller and slowly glided in the direction of the coast. It took me about 10 to 15 minutes to reach a flat area near Ryc in Kent where [
burposely put my “White 7 ke sure the aircraft would be of no use to the British, and in doing so almost

down in

hard crash landing to m

broke my back

Members of the British Home Guard pulled me, nearly unconsci

out of the wreck. Within a week, I was taken under escort (o an
of the way on the Tube, the underground railway system in London.As
e military escort and 1 left the station, a ticket collector asked us for our tickets. Thinking that I m
erfully replied that I had a season ticket! Quite by cha
 event which was widely published at the time in both London and North Americ

errogation camp in London, a journey which involved travelling p:

i newspapers under the headline, A Nazi with a Sense

f Humour
In January 1941, some of my prisonerof-war compatriots and I were sent by ship o
in Canada. From there, a long tr h members of the Veterans Guard

da acting as guards. As it was wintertime, it was bitterly cold outside but very hot
inside the railway carriages and all the windows had been screwed shut to prevent them
from being opened. At one point the train made a sudden, u
commotion broke out between the prisoners and the guards whe
one of the prisoners had escaped. The missing man was Obir. Franz von Werra, the only
ceed in returning (o Germany

For the rest of us, however, the train travelled on until we were eventually deposited in
a PoW camp at Schreiber, Ontario. I was later transferred 0 a lager POW camp at
Bowmanville and later to Gravenshurst, both also in Ontario.As my early thoughts of escape
faded, I devoted myself to study and sports, both of which helped me to face the hardships
of repatriation after my return, via England, to Germany.

I spent more than 6 years behind barbed wire in Canada before being released at the
end of November 1946 to start a new life in a Germany destroyed and horrifyingly different
from the way I remembered it. This was the end of the war for me and to this day 1 am
thankful (0 God and my Guardian Angel for their protection

In 19561 joined the Neue Luftwaffe and served to uphold the principles of NATO.

escapee (0 s

LEFT: 11, Birschgens and his military escort
photographed at an underground railway
station. See the accompanying personal a

or details of Birschgens' last flight and the
cause of the smilles.
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Messerschmitt Bf 109 E-4 of 1./JG 52 flown by Fw. Heinz Urlings of 1./JG 52.

The Bf 109 E-4 ‘White 12", flown by Fw. Heinz Urlings of 1./JG 52, took off at 17.00 hrs on 2 Septem
patrol. When over England, this aircraft developed engine trouble and Fw. Urlings had already decided
was attacked by a Hurricane. Urlings made a good forced landing at a point two miles north-east of
Canterbury at 17.40 hrs. Finished In a high demarcation 02/71 upper splinter scheme, the sides of
rudder carrled randomly applied mottiing in these colours. The tips of the wings and tallplanes were pa
was the aft section of the rudder. The spinner was painted half white and half black or black-green 70, and the ‘R
Boar’ emblem of I. Gruppe was carried on both sides of the cowling.

RIGHT: Seated on the cockpit sill of his BE 109 E at
Scptember,is Hptm. Wolfgang Ewald of
ograph, Ewald had only moments
carlier returned from a sortie over England: in the
background another B 109 may be scen stll taxiing to
its parking position. On this day Ewald claimed his first
aceial victory since fig
Ewald was Gruppenkommandeur of 1/]G 52 from
August 1940 to April 1942, when he became
Komn TL/1G 3.When shot down by Russian
" on 14 July 1943, Ewald had

Spanish Civil Was

deu
s and taken prisor
A total of 78 acrial victories.
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Messerschmitt Bf 109 E-1 flown by Uffz. Heinrich Elbers of 8./JG 54.

‘Black 2' of 8./JG 54, the Bf 109 E-1 flown by Utfz. Helnrich Elbers during the late aftemoon of 2
September. In a surprise attack which wounded Elbers in the foot, the engine of his aircraft was hit

and stopped. The aircraft forced landed near Ashford. Finished in a very high demarcation 70,71

upper splinter scheme, the fuselage sides carried a light mottle of what Is believed to have been 71.

The top segment of the rudder was painted white as were the tips of the wings, tallplanes and

forward section of the spinner with the spinner backplate left in black-green 70. The stylised 8.

Statfel red and white sparrow emblem appeared on both sides of the cowling and in keeping with 8.

Statfel practice, the alrcraft number was carried on the fuselage sides beneath the windscreen. The |
fuselage Balkenkreuz were smaller than normal with thin, black outlined borders, reminiscent of % 7
those seen on pre-war Luftwaffe fighters. The wing Balkenkreuz, too, were in the earfier outboard

position and partly covered by the white wingtip paint.

Stafel emblem of

WNe 3470, was flow by Utz Heinrich Blbers of 8/1G 54
the engine of this aircraft stopped and Elbers forced landed in a field at
ning through  hedge and coming to rest in a ditch at Finns Farm

o

S o ey a il
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THIS PAGE: Two photographs of E
forward fusclage, just below the w w
were partly obscurcd by the whitc pai "
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1L (Schlacht)/ Lebrgeschwader 2

! feature of operations on 2 September was that on this date 1L (Schlachi/Lebrgeschwader 2,3t that

this aircraft carrics four 50 kg bombs 06 its cc

time the Luftwaffe’s only dedicated ground-attack Gruppe, flew its first operations of the Batte of
Britain. Originally trained for tactical intervention in ground operations and cquipped with
Henschel Hs 123 biplanes, this Gruppe had earlier carried out spectacular and successful low-level attacks
during the campaigns in Poland and France. Shortly after the French campaign, the Gruppe transferred
its home base at Braunschweig-Waagum for re-cquipment and retraining on the Bf 109 E. Training
revealed that due to the greater flying speed of the BE 109, pilots found it more difficult to fly than the Hs
123 and some 20% of the pilots had to be replaced.
The refitting of BE 1095 with bombcacks, bomb fuzing battery box and the necessary clectrical
release gear to convert the aircraft to fighterbombers was carried out at Boblingen
tacks and oblique attacks as well as
st ground targets. Because of its specialised missions, IL(Schlachn/LG
mourers than previously but required instead special
technical bomb personnel. Additionally, it was discovered that the Gruppe required a

period of the Batte of fckain.

Here the pilots also

practised dive bombing, low-level

runs

found that it needed fewer a

Iarger stock of tyres than normal as the strain imposed by the heavy bomb load made
it necessary o change tyres a

Under its Gruppenkomman
the ¢

er every seventh or eighth take-oft.
feur, Major Ot Weiss, the Gruppe transferred to
nel coast in early Due o the
expected enemy fighter opposition, it was recognised that operations would have to
be carried out with strong

ghter cover and for this reason the Gruppe was stationed
sely with the resident fighter Gruppe,
ded by Obit. Herbert Thiefeld. On 2 September, 11 (SchlachD/LG
he attacks launched against targets in the East
Most of these raids were turned back before serious
damage could be ¢ nd there were no losses to either IL(Schlacht/LG 2 or its
fighter escort. Until 15 September, all further cross-Channel fighter-bomber
operations by the Gruppe were carried out with the whole of Erp.Gr. 210, but after
this date, IL(Schlachn/LG 2 flew only with the similarly equipped 3./Erp.Gr. 210,
which was then detached from its parent Gruppe for the purpose.

RIGHT: The fusclage markings
carried by Fw Werner Gottschalk's
BE109 EA/B

Kent - Thames Estuary

ABOVE: Major Otto Weiss

Messerschmitt Bf 109 E-4 of 6./LG 2 flown by Fw. Werner Gottschalk.
At 17.30 hrs on 6 September, Fw. Wemer Gottschalk of 6./LG 2 took off from
aerodrome approximately 40 miles S.E. of Boulogne. Although his aircraft was
with a bomb rack, on this occasion Gottschalk was flying an escort to Bf
The formation flew at 12,000 feet to the Thames Estuary and was near Chat
this aircraft was hit by AA fire and the fuel tank holed. Gottschalk immedia
for home, but his fuel ran out and he landed at Hawkinge at 18.14 hrs. This aircr
finished in an upper surface camouflage that suggests 02 and a locally mixed grey
the rudder and tips of the main wings were roughly painted white, through which ¢
be seen an earlier application of yellow. The spinner was painted with bands of wh
and blue and the 6. Staffel ‘cat with lantern and sword” emblem s understood
been carried on both sides of the cowling. A white bordered black triangle was c
ahead of the fuselage Balkenkreuz while aft of the cross on both sides was a squa
styled yellow ‘C’ with a thin black outline.

Emblem of 6./LG 2

ABOVE

ing 2 B 109 E fighterbomber.

RIGHT A B 109 E4 fighterbomber from
Major Otto Weiss's [1(Schlach/LG 2,
photographed at Wevelgem, Belgium. Clearly
visible s the single 250 kg bomb under the
fuselage, the unit badge (NSET) and the
characteristic blue and white spinncr
adopted by this Gruppe
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RIGHT
Herbert Ihlefeld,

13 Scptember 1940
and is scen here as 3
Hauptmann in 1941
LOYAG 2 flew as

the Jabos of
/LG 2

11 (Schla

LEFT: Refuelling the
BE 109 E flown by the

fxprbelivR; Messerschmitt Bf 109 E-3 flown by Uffz. Heinz Grabow, 3./JG 3.
The Bf 109 E-3 ‘Yellow 7' of Uffz. Heinz Grabow of 3./JG 3. On 5 September, the pilot of this alrcraft took off fr
an alrfleld near Boulogne and, while acting as escort for ten Do 17s, had just made an orbit above the bo
when he was attacked by a British fighter. The engine was hit and Grabow, who had only been with his Ge:
for three weeks, made a forced landing. The aircraft was finished in a high demarcation 70/71 splinter schem
with a heavy mottle of what is believed to have been 02 and 71 on the fuselage sides with the uppersurface
wings and tailplanes also appearing to have a similar finish. The rudder, the tips of the main wings and o
the spinner were painted white, the latter with a yellow tip. The white Tatzelwurm ‘emblem was applied t
sides of the cowling and was thinly outlined in black with a red tongue. Aft of the Balkenkreuz and only carrie
the starboard side was a white saltire on a small black disc, possibly indicating some assoclation with 1.(J)/LG 2
BELOW. Displaying is ycllow wing tip 10 advaniage, the same aircraft i scen e ey Caraeetion With 14a Lagion Condor
Ieaving its dispersal. The uppersurfaces of the wings retain the 02/71 camoullag:

ish i a fairty densely applicd green ek

while the fuselage

misting of 02

ABOVE AND RIGHT: Damaged during an escort mission on the morning
Sepe

Wichling in Kent. Having been captured in reasonable condi
sent to Australia where it was displayed to aid recruiting for the Royal Australian

mber, Uffz. Heinz Grabow of 3./JG 3 was forced to land his BE 109 E-3 a

Al Force. Although this aircraft had temporary white paint applied to the wing
tips and rudder when it was shot down, as these photographs show, this b
ither by the

many other aircraft used for display purposcs, a replacement rudder from

worn ne the machine was exhibited in Australia o, as W

another aircraft has been fitted.
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THIS PAGE AND OPPOSITE: At 0840 hrs on 5 September, Lt Heinz Schnabel
Croydon. On the return flight, Spitfires and 3 Hurrican split Schnabel's aircraf
resulting in 4 forced landing in a fickd at Handen Farm near Aldin .

forced landed enemy aircraft was
remove the 7.9 mm ammunition from
shepherd and his flock of sheep. Just visible s part of the white

the port wing has been covered with carth to make it e
but these, according to Schnabel, were scored
taken to the Han

After capture, Heinz Schnabel w

Messerschmitt Bf 109 E-4 of 1./JG 3 flown by Lt. Heinz Schnabel.

This alrcraft, ‘White 6', was finished In an 02/71 upper splinter scheme with the fuselage and fin
sides lightly mottled in 02. The tips of the main wings and rudder were painted white as was the tip
and one half of the spinner. The white Tatzelwurm Staffel emblem was thinly outlined In black and had
a red tongue. Two red painted Abschuss bars were carried on the top of the rudder recording victories
scored by the previous pilot of this alrcraft.
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RIGHT: The B 109 E flown by Hptm.
Wilhelm Meyerweissflog, Sah/JG 53, who
forced landed at Monkton Farm, near
Manston, on $ September

Messeschmitt Bf 109 E W.Nr.5375 flown by Hptm. Wilhelm Meyerweissflog, Stab/JG 53.
Bf 109 E of Stab/JG 53. The pilot of this aircraft, W.Nr 5375, was Hptm. Wilhelm Meyerweissflog, a 50-year old pilot who, on account
of his age, caused some Interest to RAF Intelligence personnel when he was Interrogated In Britain. Hptm. Meyerwelssflog was born

on 27 October 1889 and - as the RAF took care to note — had leamed to drive a car as early as 1911. During WW I, he had been an
Observer in the Imperial German Alir Force, and when called up for WW I, he became an Administrative Officer attached to the Stab of
JG 3. After a period of leave, he retumed on the evening of 4 September and joined Stab/JG 53, again as Administrative Officer. Nm

day, shortly after lunch, he “saw the boys going off and thought he would like a flip, too. He jumped into his aircraft, flew vagu
the direction of England and was neatly shot through the (petrol) tank by a British fighter”, believed to have been F/Lt. P.C. Hugme- of
234 Sqn. Hptm. Meyerweissflog made a forced landing at Monkton Farm near St. Nicholas-at-Wade at 15.45 hrs, “from which more by
luck than good judgement he came out safely and, when apprehended, had not the slightest idea where he was”. To further quote the
Interrogation report, his start and mission were described as a “Very freelance patrol”, and his morale as “Good under trying
circumstances”. Hptm. Meyerweissflog’s alrcraft was understood to have carried a heavily mottied uppersurface camouflage consisting
of 02 and a unit mixed medium grey and carried a 1 foot wide red band around the cowling. The rudder and tips of the main wings
were painted white and the spinner was reportedly painted half white and half red with a black-green backplate.

RIGHT: Another BE 109 shot down on 5 September was this E4
lown by the Gruppenadjutant of I1/JG 3, Obls. Franz von Werra,
e of the Luftwaffc's wellknown personalities of the Second
World War and fated 10 become known as ‘The One That Got
Away" Von Werra's BY 109 E, alrcady damaged during 2

(o o oves Bt il A RGBT /O R G gl o
603 Sqn forcing him to land his crippled fighter at Love’s Farm,
Marden, Kent Taken into captivity and eventually transported o
Canada for internment in 4 POW camp, von Werra was able 0
escape to the USA and eventually returned (0 active duty before
being killed on 25 October 1941.Volume 2, Section 3 of this seri

explores his carcer in detail
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RIGHT: 6 September 1940, and the B 109
EA'White 5" of 7./JG 53's Uffz. HansGeorg,
Schulte lies abandoned on Vincents Farm

1ot
four other B 1095 0n a late afternoon freie

Messerschmitt Bf 109 E<4 of 7./JG53 flown by Uffz H.G Schulte

Hans-Georg Schulte’s ‘White 5' of 7./JG 53 took off at 17.30 hrs on 16 September to carry out a freelance
fiying with four other B 1098 from the 7. Staffel at a helght of 16,500 feet when It was attacked by fighters and U
Schulte forced-landed near R.A.F. Manston at 18.50 hrs. Finished in an uppersurface scheme of 02,

extended down the fuselage sides in random patches suggesting a scheme similar to that of the ear
70/71 finish. The spinner, upper and lower cowlings and rudder were painted white with the previously applied
cowling band showing through the white in places on the cowlings. Both the *5" and vertical lil. Gruppe bar wer,
In white with no sign of any outlining, and the Hakenkreuz on both sides of the fin had been overpainted. The w

borders to the arms of the fuselage Balkenkreuz were also very narrow, having been reduced to lessen thelr vis
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Messerschmitt Bf 109 E-4 W.Nr.2762 of 5./JG 27 flown by Fw. Erich Braun.

B 109 E4, ‘Black 6', W.r. 2762 of 5./JG 27. At 08.30 hrs on 6 September, Fw. Erich Braun took off from a fleld aerodrome
near St. Omer and, together with other aircraft from 5./JG 27, met up with a small number of bomber alrcraft at 15,000 feet
over Cap Gris-Nez and proceeded to escort them to London. On the retur journey, the formation was attacked from behind by
Spitfires and Fw. Braun's alrcraft was hit In one wing and the engine. The coolant ran out of the engine and Braun tumed for
home. However, he was followed by another Spitfire and was eventually forced to bale out over Tonbridge in Kent, leaving his
alrcraft to crash at Bank Farm, Tudeley. As the aircraft was almost completely destroyed, the accompanying profile shows only
how the alrcraft s belleved to have been finished, and Is based on photographs of other aircraft of I1./G 27 and notes
contained In the A.1.1(k) Report. In all probabllity, the aircraft was finished In an 02/71 upper scheme with a lightly applied
mottie on the fin and fuselage, and photographs of other Staffel aircraft of the period show them to have a yellow cowling and
rudder. As confirmed In the A.1.1.(K) Report, the machine conformed to Staffel custom In having a black number outlined In
white and a red Gruppe bar aft of the Balkenkreuz.

The ‘Berlin Bear'
badge of
1./16 27

ABOVE AND RIGHT. Two aircraft ings to
Fw. Braun's ‘Black 6 The Berlin Bear’ badge of Hptm. Werner Andres's 11 /JG

first appeared on several aircraft during July and August 1940 when the
was subsequently adopicd
by the complete Gruppe. Note in the photo to the right, the variations in the

padge detai

h
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RIGHT: This photograph of Oblt Walter
Schneider, Staffclkapitin of 6./1G 26

sitting in his BE 109 E ‘Brown 1", was
taken at Marquise, probably on 6
September after he cl
destruction of two 72 Sqn Spitfires.
Schncider led the 6.1 26 up until his
death on 22 December 1941 when,
becoming disoricntated in fog, he and
[

ned the

i of his pilots flew into a hill. On 2

January 1942, he was posthumously
awarded the German Cross in Gold.Just
visible beneath the ledge ¢
the Staffcls Steinbock emblem. Note also
that this aircraft is itted with an
armourcd windscreen.

he cockpit is
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BELOW. A linc-up of 7./JG 53 aircraft, belicved (0
phe

unusually, reapplied to the rudder The pilots are
from left 10 right, Fw. Hermann Neuhoff, Uffz. Hans-
Geor Schulte, Lt Franz Gotz, Obit. Heinz Altendorf
and unknown.‘White 5'in the line-up is the E-4
which Uffz. Schulte crashanded near Manston
acrodrome on the evening of 6 September.
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The
Opposition

ABOVE AND LEFT. On 6 September 1940, Spitfirc Mk 1
<coded XTI, serial number X4260, was damaged whilc in
combat with aircraft from JG 54 and the pilot, P/O JR

Caister from 603 Sqn, forced landed near Calais where he

was taken prisoner

S/LoR. ZDZISLAW KRASNODEBSKI (POLISH), 303 (KOCIUSZKO) SQN, RAE

r Luknow in Poland, on 10 August 1904, He

Wola Osowinska, ne
n the destruction of an enemy aircraft in September.

dzistaw Krasnodebski was born i
Z joined the Polish Air Force in 1928 and sharcd

1939 when he was in command of 11/l Dyon. He was commissioned in the RA.F in May 1940 and
became joint CO (with $/Ldr R.G. Kellett) of 303 Sqn at Northolt on its formation on 2 August, 1940. On
the 6 September, he was shot down during a dogfight with Bf 1095 but although badly burned, managed
10 bale out safely. He was admitted to Farborough Hospital and later went o the burns unit at Queen
Victoria Hospital, East Grinstead, where he underwent plastic surgery carricd out by the extremely
1 McIndoe, and became a‘Guinea Pig
ut Militari (Sth Class) - the Polish equ

capable surgeon, Archibald
He was awarded the Vi
Medal of Honour - on 23 December 1940 and, returning (0 duty on 2
returning to England, he spent the period from April o October 1943 in command of RAF Heston before
going on to take command of 131 Airfield, Northolt,a post which he retained until 17 February 1944
In January 1945, Krasnodebski spent a period of time at Staff College after which he was given

command of RAF Newton, an appointment he held until his release from the Polish Air Force in
rded the Krzyz Walecznych (Cross of

a and died in Toronto in 1980.

valent of the British VC or American
ne 1941, was posted to Canada. Later

December 1946 with the rank of Group Captain. He was
Valour) on 31 October 1947, Leaving England, he moved to
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P/O W.M.L. FISKE (AMERICAN), 601 (COUNTY OF LO

he son of an international banker, William Meade Lindsley Fiske, attended Cambridge University during

I the carly 1930s. He set a record for the Cresta Run and captained the US Olympic team which won the
bobsled event in 1932, Fiske drove in the first Le Mans 24-hour race when he was 19,and at one time

held the Cambridge University to London record in his 8 litre Bentlcy. In 1936 he married the ex-Countess of

Warwick.
Two weeks after the outbreak of war, Fiske volunteered for the RAF and in late October 1939 he began
his flying training at No. 10 EFTS, Calne. He was posted o No. 2 FTS, Brize Norton on 20 March 1940, passed
out above average in carly July and joined 601 Sqn at Tangmere on the 12th. Prior to making his first flight
with the squadron on 14 July, Fiske had never flown a Hurricanc before.

Having flown less than cleven hours on Hurricanes, he flew his first patrol with the squadron on

20 July. On 13 August he claimed the destruction of a Ju 88 but was badly shot up over Tangmere on the
d by ground control not to land, Fiske thought his

16th. His aircraft caught fire and although he was warn
ircraft was only leaking glycol and refused to bale out. The moment he touched down, his Hurric
enveloped in flames and Fiske was gricvously bumned. He was taken to hospital but died of shock and
ies the next day, 17 August. He was 29 years old and is buried in St. Mary and Blaisc Churchyard. Boxgr
unveiled in his memory at St Paul’s Cathedral. Beneath b

On 4 July, 1941, bronze memorial plaque
“An American citizen who died that England might live

F/O WiLLiaM LiDSTONE MCKNIGHT (CANADIAN), 242 SON, RA

illiam “Willy’ Lidstone McKnight was born in Edmonton, Alberta, Canada on 18 Ne

\x / ad moved with his family to Calgary in 1919, He was educated at Crescent Heights High Schoc
n Calgary and after graduating, enrolled in medical school at the University of Alberta in 1

Deciding on a fl d of a medical career, he left his native Canada for England in January 1939

join the Royal Air Force on a short service commission. After completing his
newly reformed 242 (Fighter) Squadron at Church Fenton on 6 November 1939, 2 squadron compose

ste

almost entirely of Canadian personnel
With his flight commander and fellow ¢
France on 14 May 1940 on attachment to 607 Sqn. A few days later they were attache

Moorselle, Belgium and on the 19th McKnight claimed his first victory, a Bf 109 destroyed over Cam
ft in World War 2. Two days later, he r

dians Slim Grassick and Stan Turner. McKnight wen
0 615 Sqn at

becoming the second Canadian to down a Luftwafe airc
England. Flying over Dunkirk on 28 May, he claimed a Bf 109 destroycd but was himself attacked by
another Bf 109 which damaged his Hurricane’s oil system. On 29 May, McKnight claimed onc Bf 10
a further B 109 claimed as a probable and that evening, was awarded an
immediate DFC, making him the first Canadian fighter pil

and a Do 17 destroyed with

decor
claimed two Ju §7s destroyed and two probables

ned three Bf 110s and one He 111 destroyed

On 30 August he cla
He destroyed a Do 17 on 18 September and shared in the destruc
to his DEC on 8 October and on 5 November he claimed his final vict

h P/O MK, Brown, was

On 2 January 1941, McKnight, in company w
¢ the French coast near Gravelines, they were st

operation. After cross
were bounced by B 109s. Although Brown managed to get in a quick bu
his leader, both aircraft disappeared into cloud and McKnight was never seen
fallen to cither the flak or the B 1095

At the time of his death, Willy McKnight was the highest scoring Canad
the Air Forces memorial at Runnymede and he is remembered on a ©
Calgary International Airport; a section of the main road which passes Calgary

LEFT: The skelcton with sickle personal emblem which appearcd on both side
McKnight's Hurricane LEA' was a reference 1 his pre-war days as a medical stodent
skelton is correctly portrayed with the sickle in its the left hand

~
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During the Battle, Hurricanes outnumbered
Spitfires and were considered reliable
machines. F/O F. R. Carey flew Hurricanes
with 43 Sqn and recalled: *The greatest
tribute | can pay to it is that it would come
back with all sorts of bits missing - it was
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Publishers Note

of Luftwafe camouflage and markings s a complex subject, compounded by the general lack of quality

inevitably therefore, most photographs appearing in this series are black and white and both

shers have offered their own interpretation of the colours they represent. We recognise that
ontrary opinions. Throughout Classic

urs, we have endeavoured 1o include as many unpub
much associated information as possible. Included are many variations of personal emblems

any Instances these have been produced in colour to the best of the publisher's, authors'
ns. Furthermore it should be stressed U

at the personal accounts contained In this series
ave been related to the authors

nd are the product of the individual pilot's personal memories.
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BATTLE OF BRITAIN PHASE TWO

F om Reichsmarschall Goring to all units of Luftflotten 2, 3 and 5
Operation Adler:Within a short period you will wipe the British Air
Force from the sky. Heil Hitler:

Reichsmarschall Hermann Goring
quoted from an Enigma message sent to Luftwafe u

8 Augu:

Until further orders, operations are to be directed exclusively against the
enemy Air Force, including the targets of the enen

 aircraft industry

allocated to the different Luftflotten. Shipping targets, and particularly large
naval vessels, are only to be attacked where circumstances are especially
Jfavourable. For the moment, other targels

should be ignored.

We must concentrate our efforts on the destruction of the enemy Air Forces.
Our night attacks are essentially dislocation raids, made so that the enem)
defences and population shall be allowed no respite. Even these, bowever
should where possible be directed against Air Force targets

Reichsmarschall Hermann Goring, Karinball

5 Aug

Paragraph 6 of an address o Luftf

It is doubtful if there is any point in continuing the attacks on radar sites
in view of the fact that not one of those attacked bas
put out of operation.

o far been

Reichsmarschall Hermann Goring, Karinball Conference

A1

1 ust 1940
Paragraph 9 of an address to Luftflotte

¢ Senior S
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Prelude to Adlertag

Up 10 9 August, the Luftwaffe’s Operations Staff had
foreseen that Adlerangriff would be launched on 10
August, but a forecast of unsettied weather resulted in a
postponement until the 13th. Meanwhile, as a result of the
heavy losses suffered on 11 August, the Luftwaffe was
beginning to appreciate that the British RDF stations were
providing Fighter Command with advance warning of
approaching raids. It was decided, therefore, that on the 12th
all such known stations should be put out of action before
Adlertag. The task was entrusted to Hptm. Walter
Rubensdorffer's Erprobungsgruppe 210, a specialist unit
within Luftflotte 2 then operationally evaluating Bf 109 and Bf
110 aircraft in the fighter-bomber role. In the course of this

A Major Flaw

Although German intelligence had accurately predicted the RAF order of battle, a major flaw in
Adlerangriff was the blind faith placed in Oberst Josef Schmid's fundamentally inaccurate *Studie Blau
Such was the reliance placed in this document that its accuracy was hardly questioned, even when
subsequent information should have allowed it to be updated with more accurate information. One of the
results of Schmid's erroneous study was that even as late as 13 August, when Adlerangriff was launche

planned

neither OKW nor ObdL were fully conversant with the operational structure of Fighter Command, its airfield

uftwaffe was to

network, or the way in which the British RDF chain controlled the fighter defences. If the
eliminate Fighter Command then these matters needed to be clearly understood and target
In the event, the misconceptions which resuited from Schmid's study led, for example, to the nai
airfields of Gosport, Detling and Lee-on-Solent being erroneously targeted as front line fighter stations.
while Supermarine’s Spitfire factory at Woolston was identified as a bomber fac
& Company.

The result of these intelligence failures was that a major p
July and the first twelve days of August was wasted on targets which, e

accordingly.

rt of the Luftwaffe’s effort throughou

vakiation;. Bp/ar 210 thad ‘since 43, DUl Fear Taerai successfully destroyed, were not important to the operational capability of Figh
against shipping, proving so effective that by 30 July, after little
more than two weeks active service, Generalfeldmarschall
Kesselring congratulated the unit for having sunk 89,000 tons

of merchant

7
Hptm. Walter
Rubensdorffer, the
Kommandeur of
Erprobungsgruppe
210, who lost his
lifc on 15 August
1940, |

sels plus four warships.

The Gruppe establishment comprised a Gruppen Stab
and three Staffein. The Stab, 1. and 2. Staffeln were
equipped with the Bf 110, most fitted with bomb racks under
thelr fuselages, while the 3. Staffel, commanded by Obit. Otto Hintze, who had earlier fought in the
Polish and French campaigns, was equipped with the Bf 109. Although the B 109s of 3. Staffel were
to fly with the Bf 110s as escort, each aircraft was fitted with a centreline rack suitable for mounting |
a single 500 kg bomb. At any sign of danger, however, the Bf 109s could jettison their bombs and

revert

the ordinary fighter role.
0n 12 August, as a prelude to Adiertag, the unit switched its attention to RAF bases and radar
stations. The first operations of the day were coordinated attacks against Dunkirk (Canterbury)
Pevensey, Dover and Rye. The attack on Dover radar station was carried out by the Bf 1095 of 3
Staffel which claimed three 500 kg bomb hits in the target area, but only slightly damaged the station
which continued to operate with emergency equipment. Further sorties were flown the same day vihen,
together with Do 17s from KG 3, the unit attacked Manston aerodrome. Despite heavy AA fire, the
attackers succeeded in putting the aerodrome out of action untilthe following day, but as Erp.Gr. 210
withdrew, it was attacked by the Spitfires of 54 San and the Hurricanes of 501 San. One of the pilots
from 1. Staffel on this mission - making his fifth war fight - was Lt. Erich Beudel, fiying one of the unit's
B 110 C46 aircraft which, instead of carrying a bomb rack, was armed with a 30 mm MK 101 cannon.
In his diary, he later recorded: ABOVE: Aicrat of 9,16 54 -The Devi
Without y Waering e 0ot o Hutricapes o op ol i 0 1 e
beat them o applicd under the cockpi in yellow: Bomber
skipped from cloud to cloud across the Channel. Suddenly there are a few Hurricanes under the B escort missions caried out by JG 54 were
110s. From the left, one Hurricane gets underneath and behind me. My W/T Operator shouts, Lo
“Fighters!” and begins (0 loose off a drum. | close the radiator shutters tight and squeeze the last
ounce out of the engines to catch up with a Kette which is only 100 metres in front of me.
The oil temperature goes over 110 degrees. Suddenly my W/T Operator calls out, “Tommy’s down!”
He had been followed by Leutnant Marx who got underneath him and gave him a burs_. In the next second
he was snaffled by the 109 and fell blazing into the sea. Far below, a parachute opened. At last the coast
Is reached. The starboard engine’s coolant and o temperatures have risen to 120 degrees. Streams of
biue smoke come from the engine, which must seize at any moment. Smoke fls the cockpit. | make an e AR VL
oblique landing and as I touch down the engine stops suddenly. All the coolant had run out owing o a base of 1L/JG 54 under Hpun. Fritz Ulisch
single shot in the radiator; three glancing shots in the propeller and starboard wing: Here, White 5" of Oblt. Gunther Scholz’s
Because of his damaged aircraft, Lt. Beudel was unable to take part in the Gruppe's third attack e e
of the day, an evening attack on Hawkinge aerodrome. Considerable damage was caused in this attack, e rione e o it
and all aircraft returned safely. Balkenkreuz on ‘White

ABOVE: A bombed-up B 110 of Erp Gr. 210 showing the
gunsigh

wer a silhouette of the British Isles - an
2 August, Erp.Gr 210
preparations for Adlertag,

then a Spitfire sits over me, ready to dive, but | was already in the saving clouds. |
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